
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application for Membership 
Name 
 
Address 
 
 
 
 
 
Telephone 
(evenings & week-ends) 
e-mail 
 

Fees (cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society): 
£5 per annum for individuals 
£7 per annum for two adults living at the same address 

Please return this form to: David Brown, 11 Berkeley Road, Bishopston, Bristol, 
BS7 8HF. Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes. 
Confirmation of acceptance will not be sent. 
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View across Bishopston towards the site of the New Redland School last February 
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Valerie Davey, 
our local MP, 
with members 
of the 
Committee at 
our Summer 
Garden Party 
last year
 

Bishopston Society Half Year Meeting 
Nick Carter, Head of the Bristol City Council Licensing 
Team, will be there to explain the new Licensing Law  

and answer your questions 

7:30 – 9pm Friday 11th March 

        Silverthorne Hall, Bishop Road School     All welcome 
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Art in Bishopston: North Bristol Artists at Home 
Many of you will have visited some of the many artists in our area over the 
weekend of the 27th and 28th November. This was an excellent and well-
supported event with many of the venues being in Bishopston and St 
Andrews. Keep a look out for it next year. 

From this month all premises offering 
alcoholic drinks and public 
entertainment are required to apply for 
new licences. These will be issued 
under a completely new regime 
introduced by the Licensing Act 2003. 
The new licenses will take effect in 
November. The aspect of these 
changes which has received the most 
publicity is the dropping of the 11pm 
limit for serving drinks. Applications for 
new licenses may be made for 
opening hours up to 24 hours, seven 
days a week – the so-called 24/7 
entertainment culture. Whilst the aim is 
to lessen problems associated with a 
fixed closing time, critics are 
concerned that the same problems will 
simply be extended into the night with 
concerns of possible crime, disorder 
and public nuisance. Is this a realistic 
prospect in Bishopston? 

In the last few years a lively café and 
bar culture has developed in our own 
section of Gloucester Rd. So far this 
has complemented, rather than 
diminished, the success of the area as 
a neighbourhood shopping area; 
indeed many Bishopston residents 
would agree that we enjoy one of the 
most interesting and best-patronised 
local shopping areas in Bristol. New 
bars, restaurants and cafes have 
largely been of the type which 
encourages relaxed, leisurely drinking 
and socialising without causing 
significant problems of mass 
drunkenness and anti-social 
behaviour. Gloucester Road has 
become a place to have a drink or cup  

of coffee with friends or listen to some 
music as well as picking up the 
groceries. So do the new Licensing 
arrangements threaten to change this 
happy situation for the worse? 

The Bishopston Society aims to 
ensure that the new licensing laws do 
not have a detrimental effect on our 
local community. We are registered 
with the licensing authority as an 
interested party in the issuing of new 
licences and have co-operated with 
other local neighbourhood societies in 
ensuring that the Bristol City Council 
licensing policy takes into account the 
needs of residents. We are very aware 
that Gloucester Road is not separate 
from residential Bishopston; we do not 
want to see problems of noise, 
vandalism and threatening behaviour 
becoming part of the Bishopston 
“scene” and spilling into residential 
streets into the night. Most local 
licensees are to be congratulated for 
running “a good house” and we would 
not like to see this change in favour of 
“vertical drinking” establishments of 
the kind prevalent in the city centre. 
We will keep a close watch on the 
developing situation and the nature of 
licence applications. 

If you want to find out more come 
along to our half yearly meeting on the 
11th March where Nick Carter, the 
man in charge of Bristol City Council 
Licensing, will come and talk to us and 
answer any questions about the new 
regime. Full details are on the back of 
this leaflet.  

The New Licensing Laws: Does This Mean Open Doors 
for Round-the-clock Boozing in Bishopston? 
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How Much do You Know about the History of Bishopston? 

 

Vital Statistics for the New Redland School 
The new education complex at Redland Court Road, Redland will serve 1,455 
students – 945 in a community secondary school for 11 to 16-year olds; 450 in a 
proposed new post-16 centre to be run in conjunction with additional facilities at the 
nearby Charnwood site. The complex – which will be funded through the LSC, DfES 
and the city council - will also include a 50 place special school serving young people 
with learning difficulties.  

The development will also feature a number of sports pitches and facilities and will be
served by improved playing field and pitch facilities at Kellaway Avenue and Bishop 
Road, both approximately one kilometre away. 

The sixth form element of the new complex will be an integral part of the Bristol 
Campus, which is a radical new initiative to reorganise and improve 14-19 education 
and training in the city. 

The origins of Bishopston lie in Horfield 
and can be traced to a period in the 
early-19th century following the end of 
the French wars in 1815. Horfield was 
then a country village on the highway 
from Bristol to Gloucester, lying two 
miles north of the medieval city 
boundary. The first recorded use of the 
name 'Bishopston' appeared in 1862 
describing a new ecclesiastical district,
'The Consolidated Chapelry of St 
Michael and All Angels Bishopston' 
carved mostly out of the ancient 
Gloucestershire manor and parish of 
Horfield. Within the ‘township’ of 
Horfield one farmstead identified as 
‘Horfield Cottage’ lay almost a mile 
south of the church. That isolated 
farmstead and neighbouring fields was 
sold in 1852 for the development of 
Berkeley and Egerton Roads. The new 
district name entered popular usage 
gradually, some time between a 
reference in Matthew's Bristol Directory 
of 1863 and the name ‘Bishopston’ 
being printed across the site in the 
Ordnance Survey of 1903.  

The suburban development of 
Bishopston from the break-up of estate 
land and the role played by the 
Freehold Land Society movement in  

the mid-19th century is explored in a 
fascinating article by local historian 
Denis Wright. “The Origins of 
Bishopston within Horfield Manor and 
the Development of a Freehold Land 
Society Estate on Berkeley and 
Egerton Roads” was originally 
published in the journal Bristol and 
Avon Archaeology. The Bishopston 
Society has re-published the article in 
pamphlet form and it is available from 
David Brown at 11 Berkeley Road 
priced £3 (please make cheques 
payable to The Bishopston Society). 
You may be interested to know that the 
Bishopston, Horfield and Ashley Down 
Local History Society has a 
programme of talks held on the third 
Tuesday of each month except July, 
August and December. These are held 
at the Friends’ Meeting House, 300 
Gloucester Road, starting at 7:30pm. 
The programme, and further details of 
membership can be obtained from the 
treasurer, John Davis at 4 Druetts 
Close, Westbury-on-Trym Bristol BS10 
5BE or at one of the talks. Non-
members are also welcome at small 
(£2) charge. The Society also has an 
active research group. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An Artist’s Impression of the New Fairfield School 

The new Redland School viewed from Bishopston 

SLOW! Cat Crossing. This 
sign is on Wentworth 
Road. There must be 
some elderly cats about! 

DANGER! Low temperature 
pipe in Berkeley Road. The 
fact that the pipe doesn’t link 
up with anything just adds to 
the mystery.  

New Secondary Schools for Bishopston Children 
 
Two much-needed new schools are on the way for children in Bishopston. 
For those children to the east of the Gloucester Road the new Fairfield 
School is currently under construction on the site of the St Thomas More 
School just off Muller Road in Stottbury Road. You may have seen the 
large crane and the many floors that have already gone up. 
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Strange Sights around Bishopston 
Here are a few of the more unusual sights which can greet you when 
you wander around Bishopston and St Andrews. 

We need help with the following jobs. Can you help? 
• Help write and put together our newsletter. 
• Help with the distribution of leaflets and newsletters. 
• Help to set up and maintain a Bishopston website. 
 

For children to the west side of the Gloucester Road the new Redland 
School has now received planning permission and construction is set to 
start later on in the year. 

How many of you have spotted 
the mannequin in the window on 
Somerville Road. I wonder what’s 
she’s dressed in today? 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Issues 
The Gloucester Road  
We want the Gloucester Road to be an attractive and vibrant 
shopping and social area. We make our voice heard in connection 
with Licensing applications. There are also significant developments 
planned for the Gloucester Road. We can have our say in how the 
new developments are carried out.  

Bristol North Swimming Pool 
We are concerned about the potential loss of this focal point to 
Bishopston. 

Infill Development  
In the current housing climate, with high house prices, there are 
many applications looking to develop under-utilised spaces. We  
support this approach as long as developments are well designed 
and not cramped.  We are opposed to the inappropriate development 
of rear garden areas that, if left unchecked, could significantly 
change the fabric of our area. 
 

The Bishopston Society 
We have now been running since 2002 and we need your 
support. If you are not already a member then please support us 
by joining. If you have time to spare please also consider joining 
to take an active involvement. 

What do we do? 

Raising the Profile of Local Amenity Issues 
We campaign for improvements to our area such as:- 

• Creating 20mph areas for some of our streets. 
• Making our pavements more accessible. 
• Making our streets cleaner. 
• Giving awards to local works that improve our area. 
• Ensuring new licensing regulations are implemented to 

take into account the needs of residents as well as 
traders and those visiting the area for entertainment. 

Supporting the Local Community 
• We give support to local groups; we have given support to 

both the campaign to save the Bristol North Baths and the 
RedlandSchoolNow Group. 

• We have a number of social events and meetings during 
the year. 

••••    We have regular contact with the Redland and Cotham 
Amenities Society. 

Keeping an Eye on the Local Planning Situation 
• We monitor planning applications in our area. 
• We let local people know about the more significant 

applications. 
• We send our comments into the planning department. 
• We make representations at appeal hearings where 

appropriate. 

Other Issues 
If there is a local issue that you think that we should be helping to 
address please contact us and let us know. We aim to represent 
our local community so your view is important to us. 

The Bishopston Society Committee  
  

David Brown   Julia Payne 
Ian Donaldson   Nigel Tibbs 
Pat Jones   Stephen Towner 
Chris McConnell  Judith Wainwright 
Peter Newland   Lionel White 

Contact address: 72 Berkeley Road 
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The Bishopston Society Committee meets monthly to discuss these 
issues and respond to your views. 

What can you do? 

Join and Become a Member 
Our strength comes from our members. Your support will give us 
increased lobbying power. By joining you will receive a copy of our 
quarterly newsletter and be invited to attend our meetings and social 
functions through the year. 

 


