
 
Welcome to the Bishopston Society Annual General Meeting held 

 Monday 27
th

 September 2010 at 7.30 pm   

 
Below is the agenda and following this are the reports from members of the committee.  We hope that you enjoy 

the meeting and will be able to stay after the close of business for a drink and chat – members of the committee 

will be about should you wish to ask any questions. 

AGENDA 

 
1. Welcome by Chairman  - and apologies for absence  

Elinor Edwards 

 

2 Election of Officers and Committee for 2010/2011 

The current committee are: 

Elinor Edwards – Chairman 

Dick Farrow  – Treasurer 

Rose Boswell– Secretary 

Chris McConnell 

Ian Donaldson 

Joanna Towner 

Jenny Hoadley - co-opted 

Lionel White  

Neil Embleton 

Nick Plant 

Nigel Tibbs 

Simon Randolph 

 

Ross Barber -  Licensing Sub Committee – co-opted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Neighbourhood Partnership – confirmation of our Representative – 

Jenny Hoadley (as the only name put forward) 

 

Chair 

 Draw for prize for competition at St Bons Fair  

 

Chair 

4 Approval of Annual Accounts (see written report) Treasurer 

 

5 Guest Speaker  -  David Cemlyn –  on „The History – and other 

interesting facts  - of Bishopston + questions from the floor  

 

David Cemlyn 

6 Thanks to speaker   

 

Chair 

7 

 

Open Forum – when members can bring matters that concern them 

to the attention of the meeting 

 

All 

8 Refreshments/looking at photo display/social   



 

 

Reports for Members -  

Annual General Meeting - September  2010 

 

 
Report from The Chair 

During my first year in the Chair, some noticeable developments have brought challenges, especially from our 

local environment and from Council-led changes to local government.  In responding to these changes The 
Bishopston Society has reached out to other local groups and wider organizations.  In November last year we 

joined The Bristol Civic Society as a Group Member, to participate more fully in city-wide proposals and 

development issues - some, like transport, affect not only our neighbourhood but the whole area around Bristol. 
  

We have supported a recent local initiative 'Howzat?', formed to protest against the planned intensive development 

of South Gloucestershire Cricket Ground.  Disappointingly the application was passed, but the 'enabling 

development' of 7-storey-high student accommodation blocks has not yet received permission because of concerns 
about scale and site context. 'Howzat?' are maintaining their protest and The Bishopston Society is continuing to 

support the campaign. 

  
During the year we have continued our dialogue with Sustainable Bishopston and Friends of St Andrews Park, 

sharing areas of concern, and are maintaining our links with the Bishopston anti-graffiti group.  In addition, the 

Pigsty Hill West Neighbourhood Watch is keen to attract new members and make our area safer. 
  

Our green spaces in Bishopston are scarce and much-needed.  It's important for all of us to take part in the 

consultation about their future, especially while money is tight and green-spaces could be threatened by sale 

to developers - potentially making our area even more densely built-up.  However one new 'green' project is 
taking shape - though slowly, and in need of more support and funding:  The Community Allotment and Forest 

Garden (more details on the sustainable Bishopston website) is looking for volunteers, especially those with fund-

raising skills.  Another initiative, begun by Clive Stevens of Redland and Cotham Amenity Society, encourages 
individuals to 'sponsor a tree' - you can donate money or buy a tree at a subsidized price for your front garden.  

(Contact clive.stevens@euronova for more details.) 

  
Planning and licensing applications have taken an increasing amount of time and energy during the year.  I'm 

pleased to announce that a member has come forward to help monitor licensing applications and act as a co-opted 

member on our licensing sub-committee.  Since the Cumulative Impact Area provision came into effect in August, 
guidelines should become clearer than before about what's right for Bishopston.  Nigel Tibbs and Neil Embleton 

continue to focus on planning decisions, giving well-informed feedback to the council's planning department and 

maintaining vigilance against insensitive planning applications in Bishopston. 

  
One major development is the change to the Neighbourhood Partnership organization.  What used to be the 

Steering Committee - on which Nigel Tibbs has taken an active and time-consuming role in recent years - has now 

become the Neighbourhood Partnership, for which the participants are to be formally elected.  Jenny Hoadley is 
standing unopposed for election tonight as our representative, having been nominated and seconded by members 

of the committee. If elected she would have authority to vote on issues of local concern at Neighbourhood 

Partnership meetings.  Jenny will give further details about this new way for citizens to affect how Bristol City 
Council money is spent locally. 

  

The pace of change has been quickening over the year - we need to be adaptable and active, engaging in the local 

initiatives that give us scope to influence how our neighbourhood develops 
 

Elinor Edwards – Chair - September 2010 
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THE BISHOPSTON SOCIETY 

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS 2009/10 

 

KEY POINTS  

(2008/09 figures in brackets) 
1 Decrease in subscription income to £599 (£611) 

- a small decrease of 2% in receipts as against last year  

2 Printing costs decreased to £183 (£404)  

- one newsletter in the year, compared to three in 2008/09 
3 Other expenditure   

- Room hire  -  £82 (£66) 

- Talk at meeting  -  nil (£20) 
- Refreshments at meetings  -  £26 (£50) 

- Tables at fairs  -  £25 (£29) 

- Gazebo and chairs  -  nil (£46)  

- Web-site licence  -  £52 (nil) 
- Membership (Bristol Civic Soc.)  -  £30 (nil) 

- Miscellaneous  -  £34 (£27) 

 
4 Balance in hand at the end of June  -  £663 

 

Summary Income & Expenditure for Year Ending 30th June 2010   

   2010  2009 

      

Brought Forward   483.24  505.56 

      

Income      

Donations 12.00    9.00 

Subscriptions 599.00    611.00 

Total   611.00   620.00 

      

Expenditure      

Printing 183.40    403.81 

Room Hire 82.00    66.00 

Talk at public meeting    -      20.00 

 Refreshments at Public meetings 25.63      49.92 

Tables at Fairs      25.00      28.75 

Gazebo and chairs    -      45.98 

Web-site licence      51.68    - 

Memberships      30.00    - 

Prizes      30.00    9.98 

Stationery 3.95    17.88 

Total  431.66   642.32 

      

Transaction Balance  179.34   -22.32 

      

Carried Forward   662.58  483.24 

 
 

 

Dick Farrow - Treasurer 

September 2010 
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       Report on Local Groups 
 

Joint meetings 

2010 The first one was held with the Friends of St Andrew's Park and Sustainable Bishopston on the 8
th

 March.  The items 

discussed were  possible protective measures to put in place in Bishopston as a result of projected climate change; 

improving amenities and services for customers and retailers on Gloucester Road, and renewable energy  for buildings, 

transport and leisure in Bishopston. 

 

2011 Sustainable Bishopston's Green Open Doors Day   

A Green Doors O A Open  Day was held on the weekend of September 11
th

 and 12
th

 to demonstrate environmentally- friendly initiatives 

in homes in the area. 

2012  

2013 Friends of St Andrew‟s Park 

Members have been meeting regularly to examine matters affecting the Park, including: anti-social behaviour (potential 

and actual); amenities / open space strategy and consultation; the provision of a new play area ( opened in June); the 

appearance of the Park, and the issue of dogs on leads. 

 

Howzat 

This group continues to monitor, protest and draw public  attention to redevelopment of the County Cricket Ground in  

Nevil Road. Development appears to be slowing down at  

present (the Mound stand will not be built this winter),  possibly due to financial constraints.   

 

Expansion of Sefton Park School 

The school may be changing from one to two form entry. A Public Consultation meeting is to be held on 17
th

 September 

at the County Ground about this. 

 

The Friends of Horfield Common 

Although on the edge of Bishopston, the Society is concerned about the possible selling off of underused land on 

Horfield Common and the removal of the Ardagh Sports pavilion and other sports facilities. 

  

Joanna Towner - September 2010  

….......................................................................................... 

 

Sustainable Bishopston 
The Bristol Green Doors weekend was a homely revelation.  Here in Victorian Bishopston and Redland were examples 

of how residents had sought to reduce their carbon footprints and make their homes more energy efficient.  Insulation 

was a common consideration. Lofts, cellars and under-floor insulation keeps heat in. Those who could afford it had 

insulated internally their external walls. This extra-thickness of insulation material appeared unobtrusive and decorated, 

with in some cases Victorian features replaced. Cold bridges between walls and floors were sealed off.  

 

Double-glazing lets in the sun‟s warmth and can be fitted to standard wooden sash-windows. Supplementary heating, 

using again the sun, heated solar thermal hot water panels on roofs.  Large water cylinders for hot-water  storage were 

backed up with efficient gas boilers. Gaining planning permission seems to be an issue for some properties – an matter 

to be taken up with the Council? 

 

Internally, wood burning stoves using scavenged wood heated one or more rooms and sometimes hot-water too. 

Externally, raised beds in front and back gardens were featured growing a variety of vegetables and fruit.  

 

These features and others too – low energy light bulbs and improved ventilation systems – varied in costs. The 

household economy has to balance the increase in costs with future higher fuel charges and the maintained value for our 

older properties. 

 

Even heating one or more rooms and not heating cold rooms in winter will make for significant savings. These 

adjustment s may be more adaptations to family lifestyles rather than to houses. 

 

Further advice on conversions is available on a course at The Create Centre on Tuesdays from 5 October to 16 

November (www.greenregister.org.uk) and for building advice from Urbane Builders, 19 Zetland Road 

(www.urbanebuilding.co.uk) 

Ian Baker - September 2010                                                       4 

Report from the Neighbourhood Partnership Steering Group Representative 

http://www.greenregister.org.uk/
http://www.urbanebuilding.co.uk/


The Bishopston, Cotham and Redland Neighbourhood Partnership is the structure set up by Bristol City Council as the 

vehicle for its policy of devolving responsibility and management of services to local communities. Nigel Tibbs was the 

first representative of the Bishopston Society on the Steering Group, the purpose of which was to set up the constitution 

and processes of the Partnership. Given Nigel‟s involvement in the planning issues of The Bishopston Society, its 

Committee agreed that I could pick up that piece of work on their behalf from December 2009. 

 

Since then I have attended all five of the full Partnership meetings. My main contribution has been on the Grants 

Subgroup: the Partnership has (currently) an annual budget of £30,000 to spend on goods or services which would 

improve the quality of life of local people. The Partnership agreed that most of the budget should go to local 

community organisations, so, for example part of the 2009 budget went to a new youth club based in the Church Hall 

on Pigsty Hill and to the Friends of St Andrews Park for improvements which the Council budget would not cover. I 

feel strongly that this money has to be spent in a transparent way with clear eligibility criteria and some procedures for 

monitoring the outcomes to ensure that money is being well spent in ways which enhance our local community. So the 

three of us on the Grants Subgroup met on several occasions (as well as extensive email discussions!) and have now put 

in place for the Partnership the process of application, an application form and a pro forma for monitoring the allocation 

of the budget. We have tried it out on the first few allocations we received for the 2010 budget and it seems to work! 

However this is also due to Jo Holmes, the Council‟s Area Co-ordinator, who has been invaluable as a source of advice 

and support. 

 

The Steering Group has now come to the end of its life and the Neighbourhood Partnership is fully functioning. The 

constitution allows up to three community organisations to be members of the Partnership: the expectation is that such 

organisations are accountable to their membership and are able to take a broad view of community need. I was pleased 

that The Bishopston Society Committee felt that the Society has something to offer the Partnership and so I have 

offered to stand, at least for the next twelve months as the Society representative. As there were no other nominations, 

my nomination will be put to the AGM on September 25
th

 2010 for ratification. 

 

I have written some pages on The Society website about the Partnership and different ways of getting involved. There is 

also a report I wrote for The Bishopston Society committee in the summer. The Partnership is still in its early stages of 

development, and social engagement is an issue which will always require attention. If my nomination is ratified at the 

AGM I will be using the website, as well as The Society newsletter, to keep the membership informed of what is going 

on, and where appropriate, as a means of consulting with you. 

 

Jenny Hoadley 

September 2010 

….................................................................................................. 

 

Planning Report 
Planning applications requiring our attention and construction seem to have picked up in recent months, although 

development has not yet begun on some larger sites e.g. the disused garages at the corner of Claremont Rd and Elton 

Road and the Bristol North Baths scheme. A regular stream of residential applications continues to reflect a well 

established trend of especially newly arrived and expanding families seeking to maximise the space of what are often 

inadequately sized Victorian and Edwardian houses.  Entry into the catchment area of the new Redland Green 

Secondary School, a convenient location and the traditional character and excellent community facilities of the area are 

all factors contributing towards the area being an increasingly popular place to live. However there are inevitably also 

considerable development pressures, especially for new housing.  The abolition of housing targets by the new coalition 

Government for the Bristol area (where there is a serious shortage of housing) is unlikely to reduce the pressures on 

areas like Bishopston. 

However, inappropriate housing alterations and other developments are a reminder of the dangers of losing too much of 

the distinctive character and identity of the area which are worth preserving.  This has not been helped by what we 

regard as a number of poor planning decisions. Several recent planning permissions highlight three of our main 

concerns:  loss of front gardens (made worse by lack of permeable paving); intrusive alterations and extensions to roofs 

(largely as a result of a new definition of “permitted development”); and, thirdly, high wooden fencing which is often 

replacing or erected above an original front garden stone wall in an attempt to “privatise” front gardens (e.g. the corner 

plot of 11 Brynland Avenue).  Some of these and other inappropriate developments could be avoided by having 

Conservation Area status. However a designation would require widespread support especially from planning who face 

ever increasing staff shortages. 

Our response to planning applications is not simply a “NIMBY” one: we have in mind the benefits that a good proposal 

can bring both to the immediate surroundings and wider area.  For example we have largely welcomed a proposal          

for148-154 Gloucester Road on Pigsty Hill (although this is now subject to some further revisions) for the replacement 
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of a derelict row of shops with affordable flats and town houses. On the other hand we have strongly objected to a 

recent application to demolish 25 Seymour Road (a Georgian farmhouse circa 1830-32) and replace it with five town 

houses.  We have suggested here retaining and restoring the original farmhouse (for which there is currently an 

application for listing) with new units either side of a suitable scale and character to create an appropriate setting for the 

old house.  A very recent application in Claremont Rd to build a further two housing units within a confined space, we 

regard as another example of “garden grabbing” which the Government has pledged to end.   

 

There is not space here to mention a number of other planning applications, decisions and issues (e.g. relating to the 

Gloucester Road) which have had an impact in the area.  More information is available in our Newsletter and monthly 

“Bishopston Matters” up-dates, our display panels and our developing website (www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk). 

Clearly a major disappointment to note in the last year was the approval in March of the over-ambitious plans to expand 

the Gloucester County Cricket Ground and facilities. We wait to consider detailed proposals for the student 

accommodation which was also approved on the site.  

Nigel Tibbs/Neil Embleton 

September 2010 
….................................................................................. 

Licensing Report 
  

This last year we have become more aware of the nuisance caused by some licensed premises in the section of the 

Gloucester Rd which we generally cover (for most purposes up to Ashley Down Road).  It does not surprise us that the 

Police have reported a 22% increase in alcohol related crime in this area. We believe that more licensed premises, fast 

food outlets and extended  hours of operation undermines the already precarious balance between a “vibrant” street 

scene and the needs of local residents.  As well as those, often families and older people, living close behind licensing 

premises and gardens, there are increasing numbers of people living above shops, which is now being encouraged by 

planners.   

The deregulation of licensing laws first introduced by the 2003 Licensing Act was also intended to increase the weight 

given to the needs of the local community.  The number of premises and hours of operation have certainly increased 

since 2003 but it is hard to see the community has had more of a say. Most nearby residents are unaware of applications 

to increase hours or conditions.  Others are reluctant to object or attend hearings, having found the experience 

unpleasant when directly approaching licensees about noise in the first place.  It is clear from our limited experience in 

the last year of trying to get to grips with licensing legislation and monitor applications that it is easy to be discouraged. 

On the positive side we have found some licensing officers to be helpful and understand that participating in a hearing 

is not as daunting as might be expected, if  residents have been committed enough to ever reach this stage!  Perhaps 

not before time the new coalition Government has issued a consultation paper (available on the Home Office 

website) which is proposing tougher licensing regulation. 
.  

From August this year the City Council has designated part of the Gloucester Road area as a Cumulative Impact Area 

(CIA).  This is in response to the widely held view, by the Police among others, that the district has reached 'saturation 

point' in terms of its outlets for alcohol and that further license applications should be severely restricted.  The Council 

seems to be saying that licence applications should no longer be approved unless there appears to be socially acceptable 

reasons for doing do.  We wish to support the Council's initiative.  At our last public meeting held in March, two 

speakers were generally positive about their experience of the Whiteladies Road CIA. In particular they emphasized the 

importance of residents objecting by writing in and attending hearings to object to licensing applications.  

 

We have co-opted onto the committee one of our members, Ross Barber who has volunteered to examine all licence 

applications on a regular basis and to report back  to a sub-committee.  We anticipate that we will respond to each new 

application in the Gloucester Road – unless there are strong reasons against doing so.  If we consider that an application 

does not add to the welfare of the district, we will object to it and try to arrange for someone to oppose it at any public 

hearing.  This is unlikely to be as straight forward as it sounds and will probably make inroads on our time and energy.  

We could therefore do with additional help.  If you feel able to help please contact Ross at 20 North Rd, Bishopston  

(0117 94221830).  It may be that some license applications (if granted), would greatly impact on you?  
 

We were very disappointed to learn that Sainsburys, which is re-opening  the old Threshers Building at bottom of the 

Gloucester Road (nos 2-4) as a Metro, has been granted extended hours (7am -11pm) to sell alcohol and 24 hour 

opening by a recent Licensing Hearing.  Both these decisions seem to fly in the face of what local residents, probably 

most independent traders and planners envisage for the future of the Gloucester Road. Planning and licensing officers 
say that they are restricted by the different legislation they have to work under.  This case among others has highlighted 

the fact that planners and licensing officers seem to largely work independently of one another.   

 Nigel Tibbs and Ross Barber 

September 2010                                                                 6                          
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