
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Renewal/Application 

Name 
 

Address 
 

 
 

 
 

Telephone 
(evenings & week-ends) 

e-mail 
 

Fees (cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society): 
£5 per annum for individuals 
£7 per annum for two adults living at the same address 

Please return this form to: David Brown, 11 Berkeley Road, Bishopston, Bristol, 
BS7 8HF. Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes. 
Confirmation of acceptance will not be sent. 

The Bishopston Society 

Newsletter        August 2005 

 

 

 
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and architecture 

in and around Bishopston, education in the geography, history, natural history 

and architecture of the area and aims to secure the preservation, protection, 

development and improvement of features of historic or public interest. 
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Local star Sapphire dances to the Ambling Band at a charity fundraising garden 
party in Berkeley Road in May 
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Bishopston Annual General Meeting 

Come and discuss local issues and hear about what the 
Society has been up to over the past year 

7:30 – 9pm Friday 9th September 

        Silverthorne Hall, Bishop Road School     All welcome 

Membership Renewals 
Will members please note that membership renewal falls due on 1st 
September. Subscription rates are held at the previous level as 
shown below. Please complete the renewal form and send it with 
your payment to the address below or bring them to the AGM. 
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It would appear from correspondence 
we have seen that First Bus may have 
instituted their plans without full 
consultation with the City Council and 
were not clear when pressed by 
elected representatives on how they 
would ensure that services did not fall 
further. Some members of the Society 
have commented that they turned 
away from the service because of its 
unreliability; what will happen on those 
bits of the route which have only one 
bus an hour? While it would appear 
that First Bus are impressed by the 
numbers of people who have protested 
about the cuts, they take the view that 
this needs to translate into “bums on 
seats”. If you wish to protest about 
reductions either write to Simon 
Newport, Enterprise House, Easton 
Road, Bristol BS5 0DZ or e-mail on 
simon.newport@firstgroup.com  You 
may wish to copy  your communication 
to your local councillors and Stephen 
Williams MP. 

The Bishopston Society has written to 
First Bus and Simon Newport has 
replied giving their views on the 
situation. He is happy to talk to 
anybody about the changes. He has 
also sent us a pdf version of the 
timetable which we can e-mail to you. 
 
To find out more about the timetable
and route consult the First Bus website 
or ask for a timetable at the station.   
 

 
Remember this is one of 
your local services.  
 
Promote it to your friends 
and neighbours:  
 
USE IT OR LOSE IT 
 

The Bishopston Society Committee  
  

David Brown   Julia Payne 
Ian Donaldson   Nigel Tibbs 
Pat Jones   Stephen Towner 
Chris McConnell  Judith Wainwright 
Peter Newland   Lionel White 

Contact address: 72 Berkeley Road 
e-mail: bishopston@blueyonder.co.uk 

     

New Redland School Update 
Work has started on building the new Redland School and the Governing 
Body for the new school has been formed. 

All change on Pigsty Hill 

This is the likely new face to Pigsty Hill if the planning application currently going 
through the appeal process gets approved.  

Many people have protested about these 
reductions which halve the journeys off peak 
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Members may be aware that 
significant reductions are being made 
to this service off peak on the 
Henleaze and Bishopston parts of the 
route.  A summary of the service:  it 
travels from Westbury-on-Trym to the 
centre, with one leg [21] passing 
through parts of Henleaze, and the 
other [20] through Bishopston along 
roads such as Bishop Road, Kings 
Drive, and Clare Avenue. Both travel 
the same route through Cranbrook 
Road to Zetland Road up to 
Kingsdown, down to the BRI, the 
Centre, the docks and out to Rookery 
Farm. Passengers use the service to 
go to Westbury-on-Trym, Henleaze 
Lake, Golden Hill Tesco, the Oncology 
Centre, the University of Bristol; for 
much of the journey off main 
thoroughfares. 
 
When tackled about this First Bus 
Service Delivery Manager Simon 
Newport said, “Unfortunately over the 
past 12 months the passenger 
numbers on this service have reduced 
by over 10%. This coupled with the 
need to inject additional resources 
into the operation in order to make it 
reliable has meant that this route is 
effectively now making a loss.  As a 
private commercial operator this could 
not continue.  Obviously, we did not 
wish to withdraw the service in its 
entirety, therefore we have found a 
way of continuing the service at a 
reduced frequency during the off peak. 
We have reduced the off peak 
frequency between the Centre and 
Westbury on Trym to hourly on both 
Service 20 and 21 in order to create a 
combined bus service that is every 30 
minutes.  At peak times the amount of 
 journeys  will  remain largely 
unchanged. This timetable alteration 
has meant that we are able to save the 
full cost of four vehicles from this 
operation” 

Many people have protested about 
these reductions which halve the 
journeys off peak on a number of 
grounds; the bus links parts of Bristol 
that no other service does and it 
serves people who cannot get to some 
of the main thoroughfares in our area; 
significant cuts in the frequency of 
service are likely to lead to greater 
numbers of people simply not using 
the service and trying to find other 
ways of getting to their destinations; 
the more vulnerable groups such as 
the young and the old, those without 
cars and unable to use bikes, will 
suffer most. Reductions to services fly 
in the face of attempts to lure people 
away from their cars particularly when 
travelling to the city centre.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simon Newport has stated that First 
Bus understand concerns about  
reductions to trips to the BRI and the 
Oncology Centre but states that “the 
type  of  passenger  wishing to make 
this journey are infrequent  travellers 
and  cannot be relied upon to sustain a 
loss making service”. 
 

Local Bus Services 20 and 21 to be Cut Bishopston and St Andrews;  
Your Likes and Dislikes. 
The Bishopston Society had a stall at the “Music in the Park” event in St Andrews 
Park on the 3rd July 2005.  People who showed an interest in the stall and display 
were asked to complete a one-sided questionnaire about how they felt about the area 
and the Gloucester Road.  20 people completed a questionnaire with the following 
results. 

What do you most like about Bishopston and St Andrews? 
Residents generally felt very positive about area.  Various aspects were singled out: 
people and community atmosphere, the social mix, trees, schools, amenities and the 
variety of shops (especially the independent ones), the allotments and the Swimming 
Baths, and proximity to the city centre. 

What do you most dislike? 
The main item people most disliked about the area was the traffic and associated 
problems such as fumes, noise, parking problems and speeding.  Other dislikes were : 
pavements being used for “over-flow” parking and overhanging shrubberies which 
forced pedestrians to go out on the road.  Mention was also made of litter and 
untidiness, empty shops, parking difficulties, high house prices, the Prison and the 
no.70 bus service. 

What aspects of the area would you like to change? 
Residents made a limited number of suggestions in response to this question, 
including traffic reduction, control over speed and the introduction of “Home Zones”. 
Other ideas included: the introduction of a Youth Club, more affordable housing, 
cheaper buses, the “state of roads” and the need for more repairs to pavements. 

What do you most like about the Gloucester Road? 
The “caring” attitude of some of the shop-keepers and the mix of shops, 
cafes/restaurants and other facilities are clearly appreciated.   

What do you most dislike about the Gloucester Road? 
Apart from traffic congestion, dislikes of the Gloucester Rd included fly posting, 
Tesco’s, the atmosphere later in the evening, the “appalling” standard of infilling and 
shop fascias.   

What aspects would you like to change? 
Among changes to the Gloucester Road respondents suggested: better cycle lanes, a 
small weekly street market, community uses for vacant shops, less traffic and wider 
pavements.  One person thought that  space could be used more efficiently and there 
was scope not only for more first storey occupation but the building of another level for 
affordable housing and flats.  Another made reference to the opening up of the 
Licensing Laws. 
 

First Bus says  
“the  type  of  
passenger  wishing 
to make this journey 
are infrequent  
travellers  and  
cannot be relied 
upon to sustain a 
loss making service” 

Have you had a Street Party this Summer? 
We are going to do a feature on Street Parties in our next edition 
of the Newsletter. If you have any photos or interesting stories 

please e-mail us on bishopston@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Watch out for the Bishopston Society Website which will 
be going live some time soon.  
 

The removal of gardens reduces 
biodiversity. A fifth of London is made 
up of private gardens. Covering this in 
concrete reduces scope for birds, 
insects and plants. It also affects street 
trees. Because water goes straight into 
the drains, trees have more problems 
getting water, so they send out deeper 
roots, leading to greater risk of 
subsidence as they draw water from 
around foundations. And when people 
want to build front drives, they need to 
remove the street trees at the points of 
cross overs. Until recently, councils 
were prepared to remove mature trees 
to make way for drives.  

But the days of willy-nilly crazy paving 
could be numbered. The London 
assembly, together with the 
Environment Agency, Thames Water 
and the London Wildlife Trust, wants 
local authorities to impose tight 
restrictions on the creation of new 
cross overs and to prosecute people 
who install unauthorised cross overs. 
They also want greater use of tree 
preservation orders, and more 
conservation areas in which front gar-
dens would be protected. If residents 
must have a hard front garden, they 
will be encouraged to use gravel or 
porous blocks and to leave large areas 
for plants.  

 

 

Local Talking Point:- 
Front Garden’s or Off-Street Parking?  
This article was published in the Guardian on Wednesday 
April 13, 2005 and gives one view point on this issue. 
 

Your Views on this issue 
So far we have had a number of comments from those of you on e-
mail, some for and some against paving over front gardens. Is this 
issue perceived differently in our 1930’s streets as against our 
Victorian ones? We welcome any more comments that you might 
have. Send your comments to The Bishopston Society, 72 Berkeley 
Road or e-mail us on bishopston@blueyonder.co.uk  

A few months ago, the man across the 
road had an attractive front garden 
with a couple of mature birches, a 
small lawn and a shrubbery filled with 
rhododendrons. Then he decided that 
improvements were needed and called 
in contractors, who chopped up the 
trees, removed the plants and laid 
some unpleasant dark blocks of stone, 
so the place looked like a supermarket 
car park.  

Until recently local authorities were 
only too happy to allow people to 
remove their front gardens. Now, and 
not before time, there seems to be a 
growing backlash against this 
ubiquitous practice.  

No rules exist against paving over front 
gardens. However, to use a garden as 
off-street parking, a householder must 
obtain permission for a "cross over", 
so they can legally drive a car across 
the pavement. The cost is relatively 
cheap. Where I live, in Enfield, north 
London, applying for permission costs 
£51, although the cost of dropping the 
kerb may be several hundred pounds.  

In my suburb, there is no particular 
problem with parking, but this has not 
stopped residents destroying their front 
gardens in this way.  

There are a number of reasons for 
this. People want a guaranteed 
parking space rather than having to 
find a space, which might not be 
directly outside their house. Then there 
is the question of value. A recent 
survey by a mortgage company, The 
One Account, suggests that creating 
an off-street parking bay is the easiest 
way for home owners to increase the 
value of their homes. 

 

There is also a problem with car 
numbers. Children are staying at home 
longer and, because many youngsters 
expect to drive as soon as they reach 
17, families can easily have more than 
two cars.  

Cultural factors play a role, too. Many 
people see a front garden as a 
nuisance. After all, they cannot sit in it 
or play football in it. However, most 
people are immensely proud of their 
cars and their home. Putting an 
expensive car on the drive is a 
conspicuous display of wealth.  

Moreover, there is the problem of 
proliferation. If yours is the last house 
in the road without off-street parking, 
you will find it almost impossible to 
park because it is illegal to obstruct a 
private drive by parking on the cross 
over. So what is the answer? Rip up 
the roses, start pouring the concrete.  

Although this is in no way just a 
London phenomenon, the backlash is 
being led by the environment 
committee of the London assembly, 
which is holding an inquiry into the loss 
of and changes to the capital's front 
gardens.  

At a public meeting last month, the 
committee found that the loss of front 
gardens was not only ugly, but was 
also causing environmental damage. A 
hard top on a front garden means 
water can no longer soak into the 
ground, and instead pours into sewers. 
A concreted garden triples the amount 
of rainwater entering the drains from 
that area and increases the risk of 
flooding if the drains become 
overwhelmed.  

 

 

There are other reasons why gardens 
could soon be better protected. 
Kensington and Chelsea, and 
Westminster councils already issue 
more parking permits than there are 
car parking spaces. If they allowed 
more gardens to be turned into car 
parks, each one with its own cross 
over, the number of spaces would be 
even more limited, and they could face 
a revolt from permit holders.  

Paving over the garden has ceased to 
make economic sense in many areas. 
Darren Johnson, Green chair of the 
London assembly's environment 
committee, says evidence given to the 
committee shows that if there are only 
a couple of houses with off-street 
parking in a particular road, those 
houses will go up in value. But if 
everyone removes the garden and 
replaces it with a hard standing, the 
value of the entire street goes down.  

In other words, removing gardens is 
not only ugly, it is also financially 
unwise. Hopefully, people will start to 
realise it is a good idea all round to 
leave the privet hedges, the masonry 
walls and the bedding plants that have 
historically marked the boundaries of 
an English home.  
 
· The article was written by Jack 
Shamash who is a contributor to 
Landscape Review. 


