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EDITORIAL August 2016
The Committee has been on a journey which we want to share with you
over the next few months.
The Bishopston Society was formed 14 years ago so we thought it was
time to consider the purpose of a politically non-aligned local civic
society within a densely populated urban area.
Our world is changing: for example digital technology now offers
many opportunities for spreading information, communication and
developing alliances between individuals and groups. And although
we are proud of our web site, the Bishopston Society so far has been
slow to embrace this new technology and we can go a lot further.
Our political environment is now different: local authorities have fewer
material and staff resources and nationally traditional party allegiances
have been challenged by the EU referendum campaign and its
outcome. There are more holes in the welfare state, so inequalities have
increased - maybe not so noticeably for the moment in a reasonably
well-off area like ours - but there is less support available for those
with chronic illness, disabilities, mental health sufferers, and their
carers, and those who feel isolated and lonely. These issues can affect
any group in our community. Our national government has little
concern about air pollution in our cities, yet we know that the
Gloucester Road is a hotspot (see our Newsletter July 2015 for an article
about this).
So we have thought hard about "Why have a Bishopston Society?" and
"What should The Bishopston Society DO".
Originally The Society was set up to scrutinise local planning decisions
and preserve/enhance the physical environment. The Society continues
to do this work admirably (see the Planning Report in this edition) but
we felt that our remit needs to be wider.
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So we have drafted a vision for the future and are consulting you, our
members about this, why you are happy to pay your subscription, and
what you expect from YOUR Society.
Details of this, and how you can respond, are set out in a major feature
of this Newsletter, along with examples of our emerging strategies.

In this issue you can also read about our very successful public meeting
in April. Despite being evicted from our original booked venue we
worked hard to ensure that the meeting still went ahead , because we
thought that you should have an opportunity to meet your new MP
Thangam Debbonaire. Nearly 80 of you agreed; we had a stimulating
meeting and some new attendees decided to join the Society. Welcome!
Elsewhere in the newsletter we also have a fascinating insight from
Daniella Radice into life as an Assistant Mayor, as well as news from
the Friends of Horfield Common, and Bishopston Open Gardens. And
Lionel White provides some background on Ashley Hill station.

Returning to the earlier theme, we look forward to seeing you at our
next public meeting and AGM on 4th October to continue our journey.
But please remember as you read on, that our Society can only flourish
if sufficient contributions from members are available. This is your
Society, not the Committee's - committee members are only the
temporary stewards. As you will see, we are urgently in need of more
input, so by the time you reach the end of this (informative we hope)
issue, please consider offering to help (as well as telling us what you
think should be our role) as set out on page 5.
Without you The Society can only achieve a shadow of its future
potential.

Jenny Hoadley and Dick Farrow
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*** STOP PRESS ***
Date for your diary :
Our next Public Meeting and AGM,
October 4th 2016, 7:30 pm
We are pleased to provide an opportunity to hear and to
question new councillors on Challenges for Bristol and
the role of Community Organisations. There will also be
updates on the Gloucestershire Cricket Club future
developments, the Friends of the Memorial Ground,
and the Living Room project in Ashley Down.
The meeting will be held at the Friends Meeting House,
300 Gloucester Road - doors open at 7:15 pm.
Come along, listen and learn, and take part in the
legendary Bishopston Society Open Forum!
Subscriptions are now due, and can be paid by using the
form on page 51, or by paying at the AGM.

The Bishopston Society - why, what and how?
Join our journey now!
As previewed in the editorial to this Newsletter, your committee has
been reviewing what the Society does, and why, and how we can do it
better. At the same time we've been looking hard at how we can draw in
additional contributions in order to increase the amount of resource we
have at our disposal to do it, not least because we are short of people
power right now.
So, below we are publishing our attempt at a clean, fresh statement of
our mission, vision, aims and objectives, backed with our initial strategy
for achieving what we want……
…..but YOUR views on this "grand statement", and just as importantly
your offers to help realise it in practice, are wanted. So we're launching a
consultation, starting with this newsletter. Please take a good read of
our mission, vision, aims, objectives and strategies (see page 7)
and then:-

• EITHER write to ourjourney@bishopstonsociety.org.uk with your
reactions and comments, focusing on why you are happy to pay your
subscription, what you expect in return, and how you could contribute
(OR write to The Bishopston Society c/o the Treasurer at the address on
the subscription form at the end of the newsletter);
• AND/OR stand by to take part in our online consultation coming to
your web browser soon - we'll alert all members when our web-based
questionnaire is launched;
• AND/OR come to our AGM (details opposite) to contribute your
views, make your offers on partnership or membership, or otherwise
add your voice to our deliberations.
We hope you'll enjoy taking part in this consultation, but to help you do
this we'll share a few more thoughts on our journey….
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We think the future probably lies in an organisation which is fed and
nurtured by a range of people with some time and interest, either as
individuals or as members of other local organisations acting as
partners, linked to but not necessarily formally part of a small publicly
elected executive committee.
The executive (main committee) would ensure that funds are properly
accounted for, transparency about decisions is maintained and direction
of travel continues to be inclusive and for the betterment of our area in
the broadest sense. But we'd delegate work to sub groups and committed contributors who make a commitment to getting agreed projects
launched and developed.
We had already begun to move in the direction of this sort of partnership strategy when we decided to have a representative on the
Bishopston, Cotham and Redland Partnership four years ago, but there
have been more recent developments.
A more recent example of this partnership development work was
establishing the Memorial Rugby ground as an Asset of Community
Value (see the January 2016 newsletter). Some members directly volunteered their names to be included in the document. We also know that
some of you would not be happy for a large sports ground to remain in
the middle of a residential area, but we think that getting the site registered will help to provide a platform for those discussions to be heard in
the future.
The support for the Blue Plaque in memory of Walter Ayles in Station
Rd, Ashley Down is another illustration of how we want to reach out to
other organisations
(in this case the Radical History Society).
The plaque was unveiled in April - see the article elsewhere in this
newsletter for details.
More examples of the pilot work already taking place to implement our
new strategies are given in the "strategy snippet" articles in this issue…..
We look forward to getting your views.
Nick Plant
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Working for Bishopston's heritage and its future
Mission
Our mission is to secure the improvement of local amenities and the
social, environmental and historic character of Bishopston, and to
become the recognized voice of the area on these matters.
Vision
Our vision is a Bishopston that is sustainable, has a pride in its history
and its future, with attractive architecture, sound planning and design,
popular amenities, a welcoming atmosphere, cultural diversity, and an
informed and engaged population acting together as a democratic voice
for our communities;
Aims
Our aims are to:· secure the character, conservation, development and improvement of
local amenities and other features of historic, social, environmental or
public interest;
· inform and engage the public in the geography, history, natural history,
environment and architecture of our area.
Objectives
Our objectives are to:1. promote high standards of planning, architecture and design in our
area;
2. monitor with a critical eye, and respond to, planning proposals and
developments;
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3. support proposals and activities which enhance the local
environment, the character of our area, and people's lives;
4. champion local concerns and offer a voice to decision-makers, the
public, media and others;
5. develop and maintain close working partnerships with other
organisations and campaign groups on matters of mutual concern as
part of a wider networked movement of like-minded bodies;
6. stimulate and encourage civic engagement and democratic
participation;
7. inform, educate and engage our members and the public, and
enhance our reputation, via public meetings, newsletters, a web site,
social media and other channels.
Strategy
As of summer 2016, we are working towards the above objectives
through two main strategies:a) a partnership development and diversification strategy - key goals
include working more closely with existing partners, and inviting additional organisations to join together with us on projects involving
common concerns;
b) a communications and membership development strategy - key
goals here include a publicity campaign to draw more attention to our
work and reach out to a wider public, a membership drive backed by an
e-payment facility to make subscriptions easier, consultations to draw
out members' wishes and solicit their contributions, and the addition of
social media channels to complement our web site and email communications.
We will consult Society members on both of these strategies during the
second half of 2016. At the same time we will start implementing them
by taking on pilot projects in each area.

course on resources, like any organisation. In our case, our main
resource is the voluntary activity contributed by committee members
and other activists.
Available resources are limited at present, so both strategies will include
actions aimed at increasing our capacity by recruiting additional
activism to our ranks. We will make it clear that this can be provided by
members in a range of ways, not just by the old imperative of "having to
join the committee" - we recognize that this can put people off
contributing instead of encouraging them.
By the start of 2017 we expect to have confirmed and developed both
these strategies, and possibly others, in the light of consultation
outcomes.
During the course of 2017 we expect to be working on a range of wider
goals, including a rebranding exercise, seeking charitable incorporated
organization status, launch of a gold star award, and more.

Strategy Snippet - Have you completed the online Mem survey?
We're committed to develop the Society's partnerships. We're also
committed to engaging and consulting members more. And to
developing our use of electronic media. Putting all these together, an
online survey on behalf of our new partner, Friends of the Memorial
Ground, is still up and running to gather your views on this important
local development. Please go to www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk and follow
the links to take part. And watch this space for more partnerships, more
consultations and more e-media innovations…

Both strategies, and the viability of the Society as a whole, depend of
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Local MP's Constituency Commitment is demonstrated at
TBS Public Meeting
A new smart venue in the Gloucestershire Cricket Club's Pavilion
building, a record attendance of 75 people, two interesting topics
introduced by local speakers and a fascinating and amusing talk by our
main guest, the Bristol West MP, Thangam Debbonaire, all added up to
the creation of one of the Society's most enjoyable and successful Public
Meetings, held on April 15th.

Plea for 'Mem' support
Jamie Carstairs has been at the forefront of attempts to save the
Memorial Rugby Ground Ground as a War Memorial in perpetuity. The
Bishopston Society has been able to support his efforts by getting the
site listed by the Council as an Asset of Community Value. Jamie
updated us on the latest news of the purchase of the Ground by Wael
Al-Qadi, with the hope that this will bode well for the future of the

Ground. Jamie is hoping to set up a Friends of the Memorial Ground
group which would bring together people with disparate interests in the
future use of the Memorial Ground and he appealed for anyone
interested in forming such a group to sign up after the meeting.

First World War pacifist remembered
Colin Thomas then gave a brief outline of the life of the local First World
War conscientious objector, Walter Ayles, for whom a Blue Plaque has
been awarded and the unveiling of which was carried out on April 17th
at the Ayles' house in Station Road (see article elsewhere in this
newsletter). He thanked the Bishopston Society for its donation towards
the cost of the Blue Plaque and said that a newly published book on
Ayles' life would shortly be available.

Drowning in petitions
Thangam's talk which followed was a fast moving account of her first
year as an MP, and since January as Shadow Minister for Arts and
Culture. She now also chairs the All Party group on refugees. So it was
clear a lot has happened to her in the last year, not least the additional
stress of breast cancer diagnosed last June and the courses of
chemotherapy she has had to undergo - 'a rude interruption'- and which
she has somehow accommodated into her extraordinary parliamentary
work load.
It is Thangam's enthusiasm for and willingness to push herself into her
work (despite the worries of her oncologist) which came over strongly
in her whirlwind talk. She told us how from the moment she found she
had won the vote for Bristol West on the Friday morning after polling
day, she was told she was expected to present herself for work on
Monday in the House of Commons - a place she described later in her
talk as a really beautiful building and one she invited us to visit soon
before it is closed for several years for major repairs.
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Jamie Carstairs addressing the meeting
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housing. A question from the audience later asked how she operates
when dealing with the Council. Thangam explained that her office
works with council officers rather than councillors, and she also has
regular, sometimes monthly meetings with the mayor. One of her aims
is to get her support team visiting constituents and operating in the
constituency year round, not just at election times.

The Arts are essential

Thangam in full flow
Thangam has the dubious distinction of being the most petitioned MP in
parliament, explained in part, surely, by the political interest and
involvement of her constituency demographic of which Bishopston and
the BS7 area form a significant part. Thangam identified 'Bees and
Badgers', i.e. green/environmental subjects as being of particular
concern to those petitioning her. She was at pains to point out that most
of the petitions she receives, (seen by her admin assistants, but not her)
are identical rather 'blunt weapons', and in many cases they will be
pushing for actions for which she is already in complete agreement.
Where possible, she advised targeting Government MPs and ministers
with these petitions would be more effective. What she has to try and
prioritise are the individual 'casework' emails she receives that require
personal follow up and individual replies from her. 70% of this
casework is related to problems people have with immigration and
12

Moving on to talk about her role as Shadow Minister for Arts and
Culture, she pointed out that the only thing she has been trained for in
her working life is as a professional classical cellist, something which
clearly provides her with an understanding and appreciation of the
value of the Arts in society. She feels strongly that we should all have the
opportunity to enjoy and perform in the Arts. Her political inspiration is
Jennie Lee who was the first Minister to be appointed for the Arts in
Harold Wilson's government in the '60s, and in quoting Lee: 'Art gives
us joy and makes us human', Thangam clearly indicated how important
she considers her ministerial role to be in fighting for and supporting
the Arts as an integral and vital aspect of our experience, both in schools
and in our post-educational lives.

In touch with local issues
Thangam touched on local issues that she has been or is still involved
with including the North Bristol Baths conversion, which is moving
forward albeit slowly; the coming 50th anniversary of the St Pauls
Carnival; the reopening of the Ashley Down station; and the installation
of the GCC floodlights. On this latter subject she said she had been
assured by the Club that they had no intention of extending use of the
lights beyond what had been agreed in the planning application. She
felt that although people were upset by these lights, sometimes, by
choosing to live in large urban environments, we have to face situations
where it is useful to take a somewhat pragmatic view and be willing to
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tolerate our 'neighbours' activities, even if we disapprove sometimes, in
the cause of mutual neighbourliness and generally getting on together.

Fighting Tory legislation
Also very briefly mentioned were the Labour Party's serious concerns
about the push by the government for the 'academisation' of all schools,
which Labour believes should never be allowed to be freed from their
accountability to and links with local councils. Concerning the Health
Service, if Labour gets back into government, it will be presented with a
very difficult task of trying to reverse the Tory's policy of steadily
'selling off' the NHS. Having had discussions with NHS staff, a
complete reorganisation by Labour is clearly not a process they would
willingly undergo after suffering from the accumulation of so many
radical changes brought in over the last few years by the Alliance and
now the present Tory government.

Participation from the floor
The last part of the meeting was given over to questions and contributions from the audience. Linda Buczec, the manager of the Bishopston
Medical Practice, gave a brief update on the future base of the Practice
now that the delay in the Baths conversion has prevented them from
setting up their surgery there. Nevil Road will be where they operate for
the short and possibly medium term.
Sarah Thorp reminded us of the Gloucester Road Central's Mayfest on
Saturday, May 7th.
Chris Wallace, who has created the website The Gloucester Road Story,
raised the issue of apparent lack of communication between the
Gloucester Road Traders (who have secured money from their bid for a
Business Improvement District grant) and local residents on the
question of how this money might be spent.
As a largely 'green- oriented' audience, we were encouraged by the
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observation of one local garden owner who during the week had identified 5 species of Bumblebee queens making use of her garden to collect
nectar and pollen and perhaps also to discover potential nest sites.
During the social half hour at the end of the evening, we broke with
tradition by offering non alcoholic refreshments - a choice of delicious
apple juices and also home made slices of chocolate cake.

Simon Randolph
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Unveiling of Ayles Blue Plaque
A large gathering of at least 100 people turned up for the unveiling
ceremony on a sunny afternoon on Sunday, April 17th. The crowd that
assembled outside No 12, the modest house in Station Road, Ashley
Down where Ayles and his wife lived from 1911 to 1928, were informed,
entertained and moved by an event that had been very well organised
jointly by Bristol Radical History Group (www.brh.org.uk/site) and by
Bristol Remembering Real World War 1. Running for over half an hour,
the occasion proved to be much more than merely a simple process of
unveiling the blue plaque.
The event was chaired by Roger Ball who gave a short introductory talk
describing the social setting just prior to and soon after war had been
declared. This has often been portrayed as a time of jingoistic and
militaristic fervour, where most young men could barely be constrained
from signing up and heading for the front. But there was also a
significant number of people who were arguing against the rise of
militarism, who did not want the country to be pushed into a war
against Germany and which included the Independent Labour Party
where Ayles was becoming a leading figure.
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Colin Thomas then gave a potted biography of Ayles. Colin has done
more than anyone to achieve recognition for Ayles through the successful awarding of this blue plaque. An outline of Ayles' life, provided by
Colin, appeared in the last newsletter. However, he has written a much
fuller account in a newly published booklet, details of which are given
at the end of this article*.

The choir singing
'I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier'
Next, a beautiful and poignant rendering of the song, 'The Green Fields
of France', was sung and played on guitar by Paul Bradley, local
musician and songwriter.

Colin Thomas talking about Ayles' life

A moving poem, 'The Thames and the Rhine' was then read by
Stephanie Weston. The poem was written by Sidney Williams, whose
father was German, and whose eldest brother was killed fighting for
Britain. This was followed by 'The Choir that has no name' singing a
contemporary song, 'I didn't raise my boy to be a soldier... to shoot some
other mother's darling boy'.
16

Paul Bradley singing 'The Green Fields of France'
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Finally Adam Church spoke some of the words from Walter Ayles’ statement to Bristol Magistrates in April 1916, following which the blue
plaque was unveiled by Peter Gould, the son of a conscientious objector.

Ashley Hill Railway Station.

Stephanie later played Bertha Ayles and Adam played Walter at the
re-enactment of his Military Service Tribunal. This was staged on June
26th, exactly 100 years after it happened, in the room where it happened
- the Grand Council Chamber (in the Register Office).
* 'Slaughter No Remedy - The Life and Times of Walter Ayles, Bristol
Conscientious Objector' by Colin Thomas. Published by Bristol
Radical History Group, £2.50. Available on line from Tangent Books or
from Hydra Bookshop, 34, Old Market Street, BS2 0EZ
Simon Randolph
*

*

*

*

*

*

*
Ashley Hill Station was opened on the 13th August 1864.

Strategy Snippet - What's your favourite local cause or campaign?
We're committed to supporting more local groups and causes where there's
common thinking with the Bishopston Society's vision, mission and aims.
Have you nominated your cause yet? Sent us your pitch for partnership
with us? We see ourselves as an umbrella organisation working with
partners more and more. Please respond to our consultation by suggesting
your favourite cause or campaign to ourjourney@bishopstonsociety.org.uk we might be able to work together!

The line, which was single broad gauge, had been operative since the
25th August 1863. It was developed by the Bristol and South Wales
Union Railway and ran from Temple Meads to New Passage. At this
point passengers would transfer to a ferry to cross the Severn to
Portskewett where a railway line then connected to the South Wales
Railway.
Because of the tides and weather the ferry was not always reliable and
the New Passage Hotel was erected to give shelter to the passengers
whilst they awaited the ferry. Some of the older readers may remember
this establishment in the 1960s and 1970s when it was a popular pub
with a large extension used for events.
The ferry was discontinued following the opening of the Severn Tunnel
in 1886.
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From the beginning the locomotives and rolling stock were provided
and operated by the GWR who took over the line and the stations in
1886. Ashley Hill station would have been provided with a second
platform with the doubling of the track in 1886.
There was a signal box to the north end of the station but this was
replaced by a larger 33 lever signal box which opened on the 5th July
1925. This was followed by the opening of a goods yard with 6 sidings
on the 4th August 1925.

It was proposed to re-open the station as Ashley Down in 2001 to
provide a thirty minute service for the Bristol Supertram. Unfortunately
this project never came to fruition and was abandoned in 2004.
Following vigorous campaigning by various groups and individuals
Ashley Hill Station is planned to re-open under Phase 2 of the
Metrowest scheme between 2019 and 2023. The station is well situated
to serve the Gloucestershire County Cricket ground, the City of Bristol
College and the residential area.
Ashley Hill station is about to awaken to a further period of valuable
use for the benefit of the local community.
Lionel White (FOSBR member) (Photos Paul Townsend)

Strategy Snippet - Calling confident Twitter and Facebook users!

The line on Filton Bank was quadrupled in 1933 to cope with the extra
traffic and the station was rebuilt with 4 platforms and opened on the
30th April 1933.
The station was closed to passenger traffic on the 23rd November 1964
and to freight traffic on the 1st November 1966. The four track line was
reduced to two tracks in February 1984 as the two tracks now provided
the capacity that was required at that time.

We're committed to extending our reach and communicating better.
We want and need more members, and a younger demographic
would help the Society modernise. We're about to sign up (finally!) to
social media channel but our e-Services leader could do with your
help. A degree in rocket science is not needed, just the confidence and
preparedness to work alongside our web editor and others as part of
our communications strategy.
Offers to ourjourney@bishopstonsociety.org.uk please!

The remains of one platform are still visible and the building that used
to be the Station Hotel is still present but now used for residential
accommodation.
20
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Some reflections on my time as Assistant Mayor

Politics don't obey the rules of normal life. Over one weekend, I became
Assistant Mayor for Neighbourhoods, a member of George Ferguson's
five (at that time) strong cabinet. So, on a Tuesday in December 2015 I
found myself sitting at a cabinet meeting discussing the Green Capital
grant process, not having had much time to reflect deeply on the
decisions that were being made that evening.
The first thing to say is that, as I am sure everyone is aware, the real
discussions take place behind closed doors and the formal cabinet
meetings are an endorsement of much previous work, negotiation and
comment. And, at that time although I had been a councillor for 18
months I had little insight into the reality that made up the day to day
work in the role of Assistant Mayor.
The portfolio of the role of neighbourhoods is huge, including public
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health, environment and leisure (parks, waste and traded services),
council housing, and neighbourhoods (neighbourhood partnerships,
libraries and licensing) and somewhere in the mix, the Safer Bristol
Partnership. It is not the largest directorate in terms of spending, but it
includes many services that affect the day to day lives of all citizens and
so there is usually something going on. Sometimes people would write
to me directly with persistent problems over waste and street sweeping,
or noisy neighbours, sometimes over issues such as how concerts in
parks (such as Love Saves the Day) had impacted on their lives. So there
was a fairly large element of city-wide casework.
All the different portfolio areas also carried with them roles on various
committees, so I became chair of the Partnership Advisory Group, that
was the main liaison group between the council and the Muslim community relating to, among other things, the implementation of the
Prevent Strategy (the government's counter-terrorism strategy) in the
city. One of my early tasks, was chairing a public meeting over the
implementation of the new Prevent Duty with the Mayor and Police
Commissioner (hastily introduced by the government with barely any
consultation). In relation to this we spent some time also looking at
preventing far-right extremism and strategies to prevent it. I was also a
member of the food policy council, the housing management board, the
inshore fisheries group, and the women's commission, to name a few.
It took a while to get my head around the various areas of the council I
was covering, and also to work out how to start changing things. When
you come into office in the middle of a term, many things are already in
train and actually setting and implementing policy is a very slow
process. For example, I convened a meeting on the circular economy
(this means bringing resource efficiency into the city as a major consideration, and is about re-use and repair in all walks of life) early on. Over
a year later it eventually lead to a refreshed waste strategy that importantly emphasises waste reduction and re-use above recycling and sets
some tough targets for the council to work towards. Importantly, it is
written to ensure that the waste disposal contracts incentivise the
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council to invest in waste reduction and recycling. This is because one
of the main problems with waste-to-energy plants is that they demand a
certain tonnage of waste per year, in order to operate efficiently,
meaning that they can encourage waste production and wastefulness.
An area that patently wasn't working as well as it should have been was
housing, with responsibilities divided up between three cabinet
members. Brenda Massey and I spent a while talking about how the
responsibility needed to be brought together under one person, and
the staff re-organisations were made to allow this to happen earlier this
year.
As a cross party cabinet, we all got on very well. I knew Geoff Gollup
the best as we had both stood for Mayor at the same time, and despite
our political differences we always disagreed politely. Geoff, as deputy
mayor generally chaired all the executive board meetings which met
twice a month, as well as the informal and pre-cabinet meetings.
These were all opportunities to discuss whatever was going on, as well
as reviewing financial statements and forthcoming decisions. Whilst
there were never arguments, the cabinet did not have a real team feeling
to it, perhaps because we all did have quite different world-views. For
example, some members of the cabinet would never comment on
anything outside their own portfolio.
Another example of this is the devolution deal. Most of the negotiation
was done by the relevant officers with George going to various meetings
with other leaders and government civil servants and ministers. We
never had a frank informal cabinet discussion on what Bristol should be
aiming to get out of it as a minimum and we were just kept informed of
the process of the negotiations. I was particularly disappointed that the
government negotiated out our request for a passenger transport
authority, something we Greens have been calling for, for ages, and just
gave us some extra power over buses, that were probably going to come
through the new 'bus bill' anyway. George's perspective was that we
would be able to go back and ask for more powers once it was up and
running, but I am not sure we can trust the government.
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In addition to these meetings, each Assistant mayor had their own briefings where papers were brought by officers, seeking steers on various
policy issues; these tended to be a mixture of policies that officers
wanted to bring, or items requested by the assistant mayor. For
example, I asked the officers to come up with a plan on how unused
council land could be used for food-growing. The communications
team would often attend these briefings too, and we would also discuss
how and when to communicate with the public.
The Mayor would also have weekly briefings, on a range of topics, and
so I would also attend these to get a good idea of what was going on,
and to find out what his opinion was on a range of issues and to try to
influence him on the ones I felt were important. But, contrary to popular
opinion the Mayor was not at all dictatorial, and did not once tell me
what to do. I did have the freedom to steer the portfolio in the direction
I wanted, but it was frustrating not to have the decision making power
to go with it.
What did it all feel like? At times it felt as if I hardly had time to think,
rushing from meeting to meeting, and all the time fending off a rising
tide of e-mails. I was surprised at the lack of administrative support in
the role. The mayoral office assistants were supposed to assist us, but
they were normally swamped with the Mayor's e-mail, and the few
times I tried to get them to organise meetings for me didn't work, so I
resorted to waking up at 6 and spending an hour on my e-mails in bed
every morning to try to ensure I didn't miss anything important.
I feel very privileged to have been able to spend time as a cabinet
member for such an amazing city. I regret I didn't get my new graffiti
policy signed off before the election, and I hope that the new Mayor can
take up where we left off and get even more done for our city.
Daniella Radice
*

*

*

*

*

*

*
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PLANNING REPORT for August 2016
Public consultation has come on in leaps and bounds over recent years,
largely as a result of the advances in communication by internet. We no
longer have to trudge down to the planning department and view paper
copies of planning drawings in order to keep abreast of local developments. Every application is open to view online and comments can
easily be submitted and are then formally considered by the planning
officer in coming to a decision. We are fortunate that the feisty residents
of Bishopston are sufficiently concerned about planning matters to put
time and effort into commenting on applications which raise concern,
thus helping to shape the future of the area. The Bishopston Society
aims to support the community in this task and there are three examples
where our combined efforts have really made a difference.

effect of leaving the houses at the bottom of Berkeley Road exposed to
view from the garage and vice versa and would have made the garage a
much harsher feature within the local environment. Several residents
wrote in complaining about the impact of the proposals and as a result
the trees were duly listed and the green setting of the garage safeguarded. This is only a small achievement but key to maintaining the special
quality of the area, particularly in such a prominent location.

The petrol station at the bottom of Berkeley Road put in an application
to remove the trees and planting at the rear of the site in order to create
additional parking spaces. The loss of this greenery would have had the

349-353 Gloucester Road, proposed for new
Wetherspoon's

Petrol station with trees retained at rear
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Many local residents will be aware of Wetherspoon's ambitions to
convert a disused 1960's shop unit at 349-353 Gloucester Road into a
large new drinking establishment. Whilst the Society is supportive of
finding good new uses for existing buildings we, along with many local
residents, are not convinced that this would be a good use. The
proposal is for one very large bar area at ground floor level with wide
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folding doors opening onto the pavement and a substantial beer garden
terrace on the roof. As a result of pressure from the local community,
this application has already been withdrawn twice. The opening of such
a large establishment, largely alcohol led and with late opening hours,
would significantly impact on local traders as well as the ambiance of
Bishopston and the quality of life for nearby residents, in what is after
all an area of primarily family housing. We sincerely hope that
persistence on the part of concerned local residents will help to ensure
that this application does not succeed.

of the application with minor adjustments to the design in order to
achieve what is defined as 'less than significant harm' to the listed
building and the conservation area. This seems a very poor compromise
and only a further reflection of the poor quality that has been achieved
within the Ashley Down Conservation Area. The Muller Homes blocks,
which are a key part of the social history of Bishopston, have been
restored but are now seen within a context of extremely weak and poor
quality new buildings. We remain concerned that the low level of
parking proposed will aggravate the existing problems within the area
and consider that the paucity of affordable housing proposed (as with
the 150 flats within the cricket ground) is effectively a subsidy from the
public purse for development within an area of high property values
which should be expected to pay its own way. At the planning
committee of 15 June the Committee endorsed the officers'
recommendations and granted approval. Not a major triumph, but
certainly an improvement on the original proposals.

Elevations of Brunel House, showing functional new-build on right

Despite the ever-increasing pressures for development within a
growing and successful city like Bristol, we should not lose sight of the
aspirations and concerns for the quality of the environment which
planning and particularly conservation policy are bringing to the city.
There is an increasing awareness of the critical importance of local
history and particularly of 'sense of place'. It is now expected that new
developments should help to mould and interpret the city around
them….to make the city a more connected and fascinating place.
This can be seen in three recent projects within the city.

Brunel House is the latest of the former Muller Homes blocks on Ashley
Down to be restored and converted into residential accommodation.
We have no concerns about the work proposed to the old building, but
remain to be convinced by the enabling block of contemporary 4 storey
flats proposed alongside and the inadequate provision of both affordable housing and parking facilities. Following objections received, the
total number of flats has been reduced from 103 to 92, parking increased
from 59 to 70 spaces and affordable housing increased from zero to 14
units. However, the design of the new flats remains lumpen and discordant with the listed building. Grey brick is proposed in lieu of real
stonework and the design lacks any sense of detail which would relate it
to its distinguished and cherished neighbour. The design can best be
described as 'functional'. The planning officers recommended approval
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The beautiful church of St Mary Redcliffe, once described by Queen
Victoria as ' the fairest, goodliest, and most famous parish church in
England', has long been surrounded on two sides by busy roads,
without any real setting or connection with the city. For years it has
been felt that Redcliffe Way should be moved across onto the car park to
the north and new buildings proposed to create an appropriate setting
29

Gaol Ferry Steps in the new Wapping Wharf development

Winning scheme for St. Mary Redcliffe

for the church. Recently, an architectural competition has been held to
come up with proposals to provide new facilities but more importantly
to provide a setting worthy of such a magnificent building. The five
finalists, including the winner pictures above, can be viewed on 'st mary
redcliffe competition'. We await to see how the proposals are to be
carried forward, but are greatly heartened that the setting of this lovely
church, central to the history of the harbour and the city, is at last
coming up for proper consideration.
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The recent completion of the first phase of the Wapping Wharf
development, between Cumberland Road and the Harbourside, clearly
demonstrates how the bar has been raised for such developments.
When compared with earlier schemes in the area, this development
ticks all the boxes. Firstly, the layout of the buildings responds
beautifully to the pattern of the city, with a handsome public
thoroughfare connecting the Harbour and M Shed with the miniature
Gaol Ferry Suspension Bridge across The Cut into Southville. Ground
floor accommodation is given over to shops, cafes and restaurants,
whilst the apartments above have attractive balconies overlooking the
activity below. The buildings have been carefully designed in a
harmonious palette of materials, including a lovely mottled brick,
attractive olive green windows and feature steel panels which are
designed to have a permanent rust coloured finish. The high quality of
every aspect of this project just shows what can be achieved with clear
objectives and creative design. We look forward to seeing the future
phases come forward.
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MEMORIAL GROUND UPDATE
Bristol Rovers FC has been bought by Wael Al-Qadi who will be
building a new stadium for the club near to UWE and wanting to
develop the Memorial Ground site. The Bishopston Society was successful in registering the site as an Asset of Community Value with the
support of the original members of TRASHorfield. This will make it
more likely that the community can be involved in discussion about the
future of this site.
The Friends of The Memorial Ground group is being set up to ensure a
fitting future for the Memorial Ground. They are in the process of finalising their constitution and will be having a public inaugural meeting
sometime during the late summer or autumn.
The Friends will promote a positive community use for the site, in
keeping with its history and what it is for:
Kersteman Quarter approaching completion

Lastly and closer to home, the restoration and conversion of The New
Church (built 1899) which will be known as Kersteman Quarter, on the
junction of Cranbrook Road and Kersteman Road, is approaching completion and looking extremely promising. Despite being a small
building, the church has provided 2 houses, 2 flats and one maisonette,
through careful design and the expansion of the basement level.
Although registered as a Community Asset, the church was not actually
listed, and could easily have been demolished to make way for new
development. The end result that we have here is the best of all worlds;
five first-class new homes fitted out to current standards within a
splendid old building which perpetuates and safeguards the special
character and history of Bishopston. This is the type of development
which would enhance any part of any city in the land.
Neil Embleton
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• that the site is recognised as a place of remembrance for Bristol rugby
players killed in both world wars, including three hundred in the First
World War
• that the sportsmen are remembered through sport
• as an inspiration for Bristolians.
• that the Covenant on the land restricts its use to sport or recreation.
The Bishopston Society website currently has an online survey to gather
your views on the future of the 'Mem', so please log on
(http://tinyurl.com/gt82lep) and make your voice heard!
Strategy Snippet - e-payments coming soon!
Another pilot in our communications strategy is e-payments.
We want you to be able to renew your membership more easily.
We reckon more would sign up to join The Bishopston Society if we joined
the 21st century and could subscribe electronically. You should be able to
renew your subs this year online. Watch our web site at www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk for news of this launch. It's just one part of an ambitious eservices plan we're formulating….

Horfield Common: Friends of Horfield Common,
Project Ardagh and more!

from a desktop only view, which fails to recognise the community that
surrounds the common as having shared interests in, and use of
facilities and amenities on the other side of administrative boundaries.
Historically, this has led to a number of poor proposals which would - if
actioned - have led to detrimental outcomes for the local community,
and ongoing failure to maximise the asset that the common is for local
residents.
Along with Wellington Hill Playing field, the Ardagh site in the centre
of Horfield Common is a crucial public amenity, which was in danger of
being lost to local residents as a result of this. Project Ardagh is now
being taken forward by a newly formed community business, Horfield
Common Community Interest Company (registered in December 2015)
which will continue to build on the work of FoHC and the many other
local people, organisations and groups who have supported the
development of a new vision for the future of the site as a revitalised
community facility - providing sports, leisure and additional
opportunities for community-generated activities while ensuring the
ongoing availability of the Ardagh as a public amenity.

Following successful completion of Village Green Registration in 2014,
FoHC have been able to focus on improvements to Horfield Common,
rather than defending this significant green space on the edge of
Bishopston against repeated inappropriate proposals for development.
One of the barriers FoHC have faced is the administrative management
of the area, which sits across 3 local authority ward boundaries, 3 NP
boundaries, 2 Electoral Wards and 2 (sometimes 3) contract boundaries
for many local authority, and statutory services (including ASPolice).
We have developed strong relationships with a wide range of partners including the local Neighbourhood Partnerships - to try to ensure that
decisions about the Horfield Common area are made holistically, and by
parties who understand the community 'on the ground' rather than
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The vision for the future of the site includes improved sports courts,
new entrance arrangements to address the access to the site which
currently requires visitors to navigate across a car park, bookable spaces
for community activities (including, for example the resident Ardagh
Toddler group, Ardagh Bowling Club, yoga classes, music and arts
performances), opportunities to create new spaces
which can enable events
including - for example - a
monthly farmers market to
take place, and increased
access for all.
We are currently exploring
how this work might be
funded. The Cafe on the
Common which opened in
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a previously disused external goods yard at the Ardagh in May 2015 has
revitalised this area of the common, and provided a safe, off road
pedestrian access to the site. It has also provided a focus for increased
community-generated activity, including fantastic volunteer-led
gardening groups working to 'green' the Cafe and bring the planting
beds across the wider site back in to full use, the Ardagh 'Shed Men'
project which aims to reduce social isolation for older residents in the
area, as well as events which offer opportunities for local people of all
ages and backgrounds to meet, get to know each other and share
experiences - supporting the ongoing development of a resilient, and
inclusive community in the area.
The plans - informed by local residents and wider users of the common
over the last 5 years - are ambitious and, we believe, inspiring as a
demonstration of the outcomes that community-led regeneration can
achieve. The plans were presented at a recent BCR NP forum meeting in
May 2016, and are available on Horfield Common CIC's website
(http://tinyurl.com/jhr6275); there are updates on the FoHC site
(http://tinyurl.com/p5jelss). We welcome feedback and views from all
who live in the area. Please do contribute if you have ideas, feedback,
concerns or capacity to add your support.

improvements made to the common to support increased wildlife and
biodiversity in the area. Volunteers have planted more than 3,000 new
trees (57 large 'standards' sponsored by local residents, families and
businesses - thank you, all) across Horfield Common in the last year.
We have cleaned out, cleaned up and revitalised the existing pond (the
original water storage at this location immediately behind houses on
Maple Road was to store water which could be used to put out fires
during the war) installing a new pond dipping platform for use by local
people (including young people) to get closer to nature and to learn
about the wildlife we share this wonderful space with. We have also
developed and delivered a wide-ranging programme of wildlife
education activities for all ages, which has been very well-received and
offered local residents to learn more about the wildlife on the common
(including bat populations, one of the largest house sparrow populations in the city, hedgehogs and other species which nationally are in
decline). We are keen to do all we can to support nature in its broadest
terms, and currently working on plans to reinstate a natural pool at the
source of a stream on the common to provide a more accessible wildlife
area, as well as supporting efforts to mitigate against the effects of
flooding in the city. Horfield Common has a water course - Horfield
Brook - large sections of which have been diverted underground, but
this frequently rises when there is heavy rainfall and over the last 5
years, areas of the common have frequently been inaccessible for several
months during the year because the ground is saturated.

Outside of Project Ardagh which has been the central focus of our work
over the last 18 months, we have also worked with local residents to
develop, and begin to deliver, a wildlife plan which has seen
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We are currently working with Bristol City Council to explore the
provision of a new path across the common to ensure that this lovely
green space is truly accessible to all throughout the year, and again plans for this can be seen on our website.

NEWS FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
JULY 2016
We welcome the residents of Kingsdown to the
Partnership since the boundary changes in May,
but sadly we lose St Andrews Park and the residents around the Park.

The last 18 months has seen significant work undertaken by local volunteers working in partnership with BCC to support improved outcomes
for the Horfield Common area.
Reflecting on the situation we faced in 2010/11 when it was being
proposed that large areas of Horfield Common could be built on, the
Ardagh facility could be fully, or partially built on and/or the fencing
removed and buildings including the sports courts and amenity areas including that now occupied by the Cafe on the Common - would be left
to degrade further, we have made significant progress. Coherent
planning for the Horfield Common area as a whole (across administrative
boundaries) remains a challenge, but this is now recognised and we have
strong, supportive relationships which are working well to enable meaningful community-led revitalisation of his wonderful asset for the area.
Please do join our mailing list to keep up with any updates about future
progress. This is a crucial time for Project Ardagh which - once completed - will mean that the Ardagh site is able to thrive as a community
facility which is sustainable for the future. Even if you don't have web
access, you will be able to keep up to date with plans in Bishopston
Matters magazine.
Sam Thomson

It is too early to say what the impact of our new
Mayor will be but it seems that Neighbourhood
Partnerships will continue to play a role in local
decision-making. As part of the mayor's election
promises, a review of the 20 mph speed limit and Resident Parking
Zones will no doubt be featuring on the agenda of the Neighbourhood
Partnership meetings and the local Public Forums over the next 12
months - if these are important issues for you (whether to keep them or
revise/drop them) then watch our website (www.bcrnp.org.uk), come to
our meetings and email your local councillors. Although our finances
are secure until March 2017, the budget cuts from 2017 onwards have
been forecast as enormous, but that will depend on the generosity of
grants from central government. Unless there is a change of party in
power however, unfortunately we can expect "austerity" to continue.
Nevertheless the Partnership continues to work on the premise that it
will continue to have work to do. Since January we have been working
on the priorities for the Neighbourhood Partnership Plan for the year:
the
outline
headings
are
on
the
Partnership
website:
(http://tinyurl.com/jvxgdoc) and you are invited to submit ideas for
projects under those priorities. The work of the Partnership is done
through the following subgroups which are a mixture of councillors
and local residents with Council staff attending when required:
• Communication and Engagement
• Environmental group for parks
• Governance
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• Street Scene
• Sustainable travel
• Tree group
• Youth group
• Small grants
More details can be found on the website (http://tinyurl.com/hpmzr7v)
together with how to get more involved.
This year the Partnership is trying out an experiment. In previous years
the Partnership has supported a Public Forum in each ward four times a
year, for local residents to air concerns, and to hear what the Partnership
has achieved. However as each ward shares many of the same concerns
it has been agreed to try and engage with a broader group of residents.
So at the April Partnership meeting it was decided to have each year just
four joint-ward Public Forums open to all residents within the
Partnership but to site each one in a different neighbourhood across the
Partnership. On May 24th the first joint Public Forum was held - in
Bishopston. It was attended by 55 residents, all the councillors, seven
City Council officers and the police. A variety of issues were presented
and discussed: eg traffic concerns around Dongola Rd, crossing
Cranbrook Rd at the Cairns Rd junction and the new play space at
Ashley Down Green. The last half of the meeting was a chance to meet
people working in the various working task groups ( see above) and the
police. The full notes can be found on the
website
(http://tinyurl.com/hsjglmo).
The next Public Forum will be on
September 17th,venue to be confirmed.
I hope you are enjoying the new planters
along the Gloucester Rd Central area
(northwards from Pigsty Hill) outside the
shops. These have been partly financed
through the Partnership when local shop
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owners applied last year for money to "green" this part of the Gloucester
Rd in conjunction with Avon Wildlife Trust. Shop owners are expected
to look after them but any help from local residents would probably be
more than welcome.
Other projects which the Partnership funded at their January meeting
are:
a) APE £2500 Contribution to salaries for 10 sessions of the out of
school play scheme on Horfield Common during the summer term
b) FoHC - Pitch and Putt green £1500 Installation of a Pitch and Putt
green on Horfield Common
c) Raphael House £1254 Contribution to refurbishment of the shared
kitchen space
d) RCAS Redland May Fair £250 Provision of marquee for children’s
activities at the May Fair
Of course Redland Fair has now taken place and despite the rain
halfway through it was a successful occasion. Those of you with
children in the Horfield Common area may also be using the out of
school play scheme based on the Common. We were very pleased to be
in a position to support Raphael House which is the shared home of
people with learning disabilities; the residents make a large contribution to their local community in Cotham and elsewhere through their
volunteering. Once the Pitch and Putt green is in place on Horfield
Common it will be a big draw as it will be the only one in North Bristol.
It will also provide a funding stream for the continual improvements to
the Common.
In total the Partnership allocated £18,024 in
2015/16 to eleven small voluntary and nonprofit making projects across the Partnership.
More grants were allocated at the June
Partnership meeting:
a) Chandos Rd Neighbourhood Association
£876 Community notice board
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b) Golden Hill Community garden £1640 Play sessions this summer for
disabled children and their siblings
c) Playing Out £2380 Support playing out in 15 additional streets in
Bishopston and Redland in the next 6 months
d) Redland Parish Church £2000 Contribution to installing hearing loop
in new church hall which is used extensively as a public venue
e) Sustainable Bishopston/Living Room £3000 To "green" the Ashley
Down area and run a weekend community event to carry out the work extensive community involvement work has been undertaken to get
active support from Brunel College, the local Co-op store and the
Cricket Ground (which has promised additional money) as well as local
residents.
The next deadline for Small Grants will be September 5th 2016 when
we expect to be able to allocate up to a further £10,000. If there is money
left that will be rolled over with an additional £5000 for a further
deadline on November 28th 2016. So this summer and autumn plan
your activities for 2017. To download the application form and the
guidance notes go to the website (http://tinyurl.com/hts2yy5).
Decisions will be made at the Partnership meeting in October and
January.
Keep the date September 17th in your diaries - it is the Community Fair
sponsored by the Partnership and based in the St Michael's and All
Angels Church on Pigsty Hill. Alison Bromilow, chair of the
Partnership's Communication & Engagement group, says "We want the
Neighbourhood Partnership to support the community and community
groups in our area. There is an amazing amount of volunteer effort
going on in Bishopston Cotham and Redland and we want people to
feel that the NP is a good place to network and showcase some of the
activities that our community are engaging with." There will be local
voluntary organisations running stalls about their work, and activities
for children. Again the Small Grants Big Ideas scheme (up to £350 per
application - up to £2100 in total) will be running: This is a 'light touch'
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option for community groups to get some funding for an idea for
improving our area. It needs to come under one or more of the
categories for the NP priorities. Get in touch and find out if your idea
might be eligible. If it is, you will be asked to put together a small
display so that the BCR residents can decide whether to vote for your
idea, and to attend the Community Fair to promote your project -but no
long forms to fill in or complicated hoops to jump through. The closing
date for grant applications will be August 29th. More details on the
website (www.bcrnp.org.uk) and on the Bishopston
Society website too (www.bishopstonsociety.org)
Developments and improvements continue in
our parks and green spaces, despite a reduced
Parks department budget and staff - some of the
funding is from various levies which developers
have to pay to mitigate the effects of their
developments. As a densely populated area these
levies will decrease over time, but meanwhile volunteer park groups are
being imaginative and future-proofing. St Andrews Park, before the
boundary changes, was allocated money in January to underwrite the
refurbishment of the toilet block: Horfield Common will also have
access to money to continue their improvements to dig a second wildlife
pond to alleviate flooding, and maintain and improve footpaths; there is
currently a consultation exercise about setting up a new play space at
Ashley Green (behind Muller house accessed from Stoney Lane and
Dirac Rd) and funding is being agreed over the summer. Cotham
Gardens, Redland Green and the green spaces and play area in
Kingsdown and High Kingsdown are the other major green spaces
within the Partnership area - they all have plans for routine
maintenance work like replacing benches, repairing play equipment
and maintaining boundary walls and paths as well as improving on
biodiversity - all of these are costly items which are recurring. Over the
last twenty years our open spaces have immensely improved after
prolonged disinvestment in the 80's and early 90's: it would be a huge
retrograde step to our community life if they were to deteriorate again
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because funding dried up. For 2016/7 the Partnership is hoping to put
aside a large amount of money to support the Friends of the Parks'
improvement plans.
My annual tenancy as your representative on the Partnership runs out
at the next AGM in October. If you are interested in becoming the next
representative then please read the short article in this edition about
how to find out more about what it entails. I would be happy to share
my experiences.

DATES OF THE PUBLIC FORUMS September 2016 - January 2017

These are public meetings open to all local residents. Check the website
for the venue:
www.bcrnp.org OR www.democracy.bristol.gov.uk OR ring Andrew
Mcgrath, Co-ordinator (0117 9036898)

Jenny Hoadley
The Bishopston Society rep to the BCR Partnership

7pm Thursday 8th December 2016

Colston Primary school

7pm Wednesday 15th January 2017

Venue and time tbc

DATES FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS
Strategy Snippet - A gold star award for Bishopston?
We've been comparing notes with sister local amenity societies including
RCAS (Redland and Cotham Amenity Society) who run a gold star award
on local architectural improvements. They're happy for us to clone this.
We're keen. All those in favour (or against) please mail
ourjourney@bishopstonsociety.org.uk with your responses. Would you like to
run a pilot scheme, or help develop it for Bishopston Society?
Even better - we look forward to hearing from you!

October 2016-April 2017

These are public meetings open to all local residents at 7pm. If possible
have a look at the agenda and reports beforehand (on
www.democracy.bristol.gov.uk ) and check the venue.

Monday 10th October 2016 Redland Green School
Monday 23rd January 2017 Gloucestershire Cricket Ground
Monday April 10th 2017 venue tbc
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Bishopston Open Gardens 2016
Would YOU like to be
The Bishopston's Society representative
on the Bishopston, Cotham and Redland Partnership ?
The role of the Partnership is to make decisions locally about devolved
services from the Council - eg highways, green spaces, parks, and
improving the street scene, as well as supporting local community
action through small grants of around £20,000-£25,000 each year. The
Bishopston Society Committee feels that through its Committee and
membership, it can provide an important local residents' view, so a representative is elected annually at the AGM.

This post is now up for re-election for October 2016 - September 2017!

The Society is seeking nominations as it hopes to ratify who the
representative is at the next AGM in October 2016.

Would you as a member like to stand for election as the Society rep, or
would you wish to second another member to stand? If you are
interested, then please contact The Bishopston Society website
(www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/about/contactus) for more details and a
nomination form. On the nomination form you would be expected to
briefly say why you wish to stand and what skills and relevant life
experience you have. Nomination forms must be received by
September 20th 2016. If more than one person wishes to stand an
election process will be organised.

On Sunday morning 19th June, the
weather was bright as we put some
last-minute touches to our gardens
before inviting the public to view. On
the dot of 2pm we opened, and a light
rain started! However, this did not
put people off from visiting the 10
gardens participating.
This is the 4th year that Bishopston
Garden Club decided that we could
raise money for charities by sharing the delights of our 'plots'. Visitors
were able to see a huge variety of garden design, aspect and size, something to hopefully inspire anyone planning a new project or to just enjoy
exploring the spaces normally hidden from view in our area.
Tea and cake was on sale in my neighbours' garden - I could hear the
buzz of conversation over the hedge, and had to smile at the sight of the
great British public sat in the pouring rain under umbrellas, enjoying
their refreshments! Only in Britain…
Our group is quite small and informal in nature, relying on member
participation to provide supplies of cake and plants for sale, with some
local shops adding to the offerings. We all made an effort to grow extra
seedlings and divide established plants, resulting in an enormous
quantity on sale. Since the event, we have continued to raise more
funds by having a stall outside Room 212 on Saturday and finding
other opportunities to sell the remainder. So far we have raised over
£2400, some of which will go to Refugee Rights, and the remainder to
Golden Hill Community Garden. I think this is a huge achievement,
beating our past takings by a good margin and something of which we
can be proud. We would like to thank the public for their generous
support of this event.
Lorna Rankin
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Happy Lane
Strategy Snippet - What should Bishopston Society DO? What
can YOU contribute to our mission?
We're consulting on our journey. We want YOU to tell us what you
think The Bishopston Society should do. Just as important, we want
you to tell us about your skills, knowledge, ideas and aspirations.
How can these help us work together for mutual advantage? We
need more resources (i.e. people) to take us forward. Wordsmiths could you help make a better newsletter? Any graphic designers out
there? Those handy with the web - could you offer our web editor
an hour a fortnight? Photo buffs, we have a massive Flickr collection
and lots of ideas to help you and your creativity! Anyone want to
give a lead on additional public meetings or special events? We
want to know about your interests and desires! Mail
ourjourney@bishopstonsociety.org.uk or stand by for our further
consultations….

I thought I'd respond to the query about why Happy Lane is so called, as
I was responsible for it having a name. It was named in 2004. I was Chair
of Governors of Sefton Park Infant School at the time (before it federated
with the Junior School).
In 2004, our fire evacuation plans changed to include the lane at the back
of the school, which was then unnamed. I felt that it would be a good
idea for it to have a name, so that everyone could be sure what was being
referred to (for example to liaise with the fire brigade). I wrote to the
relevant officer at the Council, and was told that it was an adopted road,
so could be named.
The procedure adopted was that suggestions were made by a Year 2
class of Sefton Park children who used the lane (after some judicious
pruning - Dog Poo Lane was on the original list, for example), which I
forwarded to the Council, and the final choice out of this shortlist was
made by the councillors for the ward, who chose Happy Lane. The list
we sent in was:

Graffiti Lane

Bike Lane

Shaded Lane

Droop Lane

Happy Lane

Nature Lane

Ivy Lane

Leaf Lane

Small Lane

Sefton Park Lane

I hope people will be interested to hear this account!

Sally Dore
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Strategy Snippet - an empty space to add your own
- it could be a strategy snippet for the next newsletter…

Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
As a member you would receive two newsletters a year and be consulted
on local issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.
Name
Address (please print)
Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)
E-Mail (please print)
Signature:
Subscriptions - cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society
- £7 per annum for individuals or £10 per annum for two adults living at
the same address. Please return this form with fee to:
Richard Farrow,
Garden Flat, 85 Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. BS6 6LQ
or hand in at the meeting in a sealed envelope
- if you require a receipt, please request.
NB Your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.
If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.

…as long as you mail it to ourjourney@bishopstonsociety.org.uk

Extra copies of the newsletter can be obtained from
Lionel White (0117 9445687)
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and architecture in and around
Bishopston and aims to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic or public interest.
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www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk
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Gloucester County Cricket Club floodlights - seen from Kent Road
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