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EDITORIAL Winter 2017
In this edition of the Bishopston Society newsletter, we are featuring
three articles on the subject of air quality, highlighting updates from
three expert perspectives. The authors have in addition agreed to be
guest speakers at our next public meeting on 4th April (see page 13).

In the first article (Air Pollution: a global crisis or a problem solved?)
Jim Longhurst and Ben Williams set the scene by locating today's air
quality problems in their historic context, then call for new, firmer
action, including a change in our habits.
Gavin Spittlehouse (Air Quality In Bishopston: measurements and
responses) next develops the detail on pollution locally with a story
about back garden gadget-based measurements, and gives his views on
how we can respond.

And as usual we have a report on Planning matters, and one on the
Neighbourhood Partnership. The latter is verging on a valediction, as
the current state of local government finances mean that the
Partnership's future is hanging in the balance.

As ever, we hope that you will enjoy reading the newsletter. We hope
even more that you will be inspired to contact the Bishopston Society
with your ideas for future activities, and your offers to help!

Dick Farrow

Online subscriptions!

In our third and final contribution, (Clean Air in Bristol - how we and
the Council can respond) Tom Brook fleshes out Bristol City Council's
response to pollution and proposes local community action within The
Bishopston Society.

(On a less expert note, a friend from the Wiltshire countryside says that
she finds the Bristol air "chewy".....)

Elsewhere in this issue you can read an update on progress of the
Bishopston Society strategy consultations, with notice of further
opportunities to make your voice heard.

The Society has been helping SENDaWelcome with administrative
arrangements, and we are pleased to see a report of their progress to
date.
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Did you know that you can now pay your Bishopston Society subscription online? No more hunting for envelopes and stamps everything can be completed in a matter of minutes.
Just go to www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/joinus, fill in the Join Now!
form, and follow the simple steps.
Transactions are processed by PayPal, but you don't need a PayPal
account to make your payment - most common debit or credit cards
can be used.
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Our journey - so far, so good…
A committee update on
The Bishopston Society strategy consultations

Instant questionnaire generates powerful results
The consultation continued at the AGM of the TBS held in October
(see article on our website at http://tinyurl.com/hszg8t3). Participants
were given a one side questionnaire and filled it in there and then before
leaving the meeting, following on from small group discussions.
Highlights of the results follow.
Most of the 24 respondents were positive. The fresh mission/vision
statement had the strongest support, along with the assertion that
"TBS delivers good value for money to members in return for the
membership fee".
Plans to take on new areas of work and work more closely with partner
organisations were also popular, and people agreed that "TBS is doing a
good job in its core areas of work".
Free text or qualitative responses were, however, instructive.
For example, some would like to see our core work on planning and
architecture and its impact to be more visible, and others were wary of
us over-committing on diversification in the light of limited resources.

Introduction
As members and other readers will be aware, The Bishopston Society
embarked recently on a journey to review the society's role, what our
priorities should be, and how we should develop. The August 2016
newsletter gave extensive treatment to this, presented a revised mission,
vision, aims and objectives statement, and launched a consultation on
our journey.

Several references to the TBS membership profile, and the need for the
Society to be better representative of the demographics of Bishopston as
a whole, were made. And a handy range of good ideas on what you
would like TBS to do over the next year were set out, from planting
more trees (any volunteers?) to engagement with Gloucester Road
Traders, to representing student views, to Bishopston Library as a local
hub.
Finally, some respondents filled in positively the "offers of help" section
of the questionnaire, which needless to say, we are following up, though
the harsh truth is that we'd hoped for more and will need to keep
appealing for more volunteers if we are to achieve our goals….

Here's an update on the progress of this consultation, your committee's
initial responses, and news on your chance to provide more input.
4
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Small groups generate more good ideas

Committee publishes initial response

Small group discussions took place around two key questions distilled
from the questionnaire, i.e. "What should be TBS' priorities?" and
"What can you contribute to this?". Although responses were focused on
the former and less time was devoted to the latter, they reinforced the
huge potential of TBS as a community-based group to pursue the stated
vision of "a Bishopston that is sustainable, has a pride in its history and
its future, with attractive architecture, sound planning and design,
popular amenities, a welcoming atmosphere, cultural diversity, and an
informed and engaged population acting together as a democratic voice
for our communities."

Having analysed in detail the questionnaire returns and the AGM
feedback, the committee has formulated an eight-point initial response,
as follows:-

Specific feedback points identified more good ideas, including:• The need for a "community anchor" organization, like the
Neighbourhood Partnership, accessible to all parts of the
community;
• The possibility that forthcoming changes in the Neighbourhood
Partnership structure might mean TBS itself could become a
recognized community hub type of organization (see
Neighbourhood Partnership report on page 29 in this newsletter)
• Pursuing creative ways of reducing landscape eyesores such as the
building which is the subject of the proposed Wetherspoons
development;
• Maximizing green spaces;
• Encouraging walking;
• Working with other groups, eg Golden Hill Community Garden, the
Organic Community Orchard, SENDaWelcome, Living Room
project,….
• Continuing current good work scrutinising planning applications.

1. We consider the fresh statement on TBS' mission, vision, aims and
objectives to have been validated and ratified by the membership, so
propose not to spend longer tidying or revising this further in the immediate future;
2. We'll ensure our core business is looked after soundly and avoid overstretching ourselves in a way that might dilute the high-reputation work
we do around planning applications and developments in Bishopston.
We'll assess the impact of this work, give it more or better publicity, to
inspire confidence and attract continuing support;
3. We'll review membership fees for next year and, in the light of
feedback on value for money and their low level at present, consider an
increase next year;
4. We'll continue towards widening our remit and taking on new areas
of work as long as this does not jeopardise our popular core business as
above;
5. We'll strive to increase our membership numbers, particularly to
represent a wider cross-section of Bishopston (and we'll extend the
current consultation to draw out proposals on this);
6. We'll pursue new and existing opportunities to develop our partnership work alongside like-minded organisations;
7. Opportunities for a different way of working with or alongside the
Neighbourhood Partnership will be explored, including the prospect of
TBS becoming some kind of recognised "community hub";
8. Offers from members to help TBS achieve its objectives will be
pursued and extended, as we need urgently to fill the gap in resources
on the committee and via our community of helpers.
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Air Pollution: a global crisis or a problem solved?

Consultation continues online

Since then we've gone public with our strategy consultation by launching an online version of the "Our journey" questionnaire, with a view to
extending and deepening engagement of both TBS members and the
public in this review process, beyond those taking part at the AGM.
Have you checked out the online consultation and given your views
yet? If so, thanks for taking part, and be assured that your committee
will take on board all additional contributions, and keep you up to date
on our responses.
If not, please go to www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/ourjourney NOW to
take part, and if you wish catch up on the background and earlier
commentary.
Alternatively, please contact your nearest TBS committee member or get
in touch via www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/about/contactus. We're
enjoying our journey but looking forward to having your involvement
in continuing to shape the way ahead…

Nick Plant

It has been 60 years since the inception of the Clean Air Act, introduced
to address the growing public health crisis that industrial and domestic
coal burning was imposing on citizens throughout the UK.
The development of the Act was instigated by the Great London Smog
of 1952 which caused the premature deaths of at least 4,000 people at
that time and many thousands more through the longer-term effects of
the smog. The Act was championed in parliament by Gerald Nabarro
MP who also proposed a Private Members Bill to address the problem.
In 1953 the Beaver Committee was established to "examine the nature,
causes and effects of air pollution and the efficacy of present preventative
measures; to consider what further measures are practicable; and to make
recommendations for action by government." The Committee's recommendations suggested the creation of a policy framework for clean air and
an act to cover domestic and industrial emissions of smoke from new
and existing premises.
This Act and the subsequent act in 1968 changed the state of air quality
in the UK from one of soot laden smoggy landscapes to that of relatively
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clear skies. Today, the challenge lies primarily with vehicle emissions
and if we are to address them we will require steps that are equally as
bold as those of the 1950s.
Ambient air pollution and diesel exhaust emissions are carcinogenic
Air pollution is the single largest environmental health risk globally.
In 2012 the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
concluded that diesel engine exhaust causes cancer in humans and a
year later the IARC classified outdoor air pollution similarly. Both are
Class 1 cancer-causing agents and are considered as bad for our health
as exposure to asbestos, tobacco smoke and ultraviolet radiation.
According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) around 7 million
people died prematurely as a result of air pollution in 2012, equivalent
to one in eight of total global deaths, and 3.7 million of these premature
deaths were attributable specifically to outdoor air pollution. In Europe,
the WHO estimated that about 500,000 people die prematurely as a
result of air pollution every year. In the UK ca. 40,000 people die prematurely as a result of it, primarily as a result of exposure to nitrogen
dioxide and fine particulate matter. Within Bristol itself, 188 premature
deaths were attributed to air pollution, compared to only 9 from road
traffic incidents.
Air pollution does not affect everyone equally, disproportionately
affecting children and the elderly, as well as those with existing health
conditions. The poorest in society also suffer the most whilst contributing least to the problem. Clearly, air pollution has a significant impact
on human health and laws have been introduced over the years to drive
down concentrations nationwide.
Court action against Government Inaction
In 1987, the World Health Organisation set health based guidelines for
particulate matter, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), ozone and sulphur dioxide,
amongst others. Based on the WHO health-based guidelines, the EU Air
Quality Framework Directive and subsequent Directives were
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developed which Member States were required to convert into national
law by 1998.
The EU limit value for NO2 was to be achieved by 1st January 2010,
however, UK remains non-compliant in many areas. After being taken
to court for non-compliance by activist lawyers ClientEarth, the UK
government was ordered by the Supreme Court in April 2015 to draw
up new air quality plans to address air pollution in the UK. The air
quality plans were submitted to the European Commission in December
2015 (and we are still awaiting a response), however the consensus
across the air quality profession was that these plans are not sufficient to
address the public health challenge in as short a time as possible.
In October 2016 ClientEarth returned to the High Court seeking a
further court decision about the failure of the Government to take air
quality and its legal obligations seriously. The High Court ruled in
favour of ClientEarth, finding that the Government's 2015 Air Quality
Plan failed to comply with the Supreme Court ruling or relevant EU
Directives. The Government said it would not appeal against the
decision and agreed in court to discuss with ClientEarth a new
timetable for more realistic pollution modelling and the steps needed to
bring pollution levels down to within legal levels.
When a government has to be forced by the High Court to act to protect
human health and the environment one must conclude that the government does not take protecting our health seriously enough. So what can
we do?
A way forward
We shouldn't consider reducing air pollution as another regulation to be
suffered, it should be considered as an opportunity to improve our
health and well-being. Cars don't cause air pollution, we do by driving
them, and consequently any solution will come from a change in our
habits. By substituting car use if and when possible with a bus journey,
or preferably by walking or cycling, we not only reduce air pollution but
improve our health and wellbeing, and reduce the number of cars on the
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road. Other strategies to avoid higher levels of exposure to air pollution
include walking and cycling along less busy traffic routes, and travelling outside peak hours. While difficult, these are the decisions we must
make.
As well as being bound by EU Directives the UK has its own air quality
objectives. Where these are exceeded and public exposure is present a
local authority must declare an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA)
and prepare an Air Quality Action Plan to bring the area back within the
allowed concentration. In 2001 Bristol declared an AQMA for particulate matter (PM10) and nitrogen dioxide (NO2). This has been amended
several times and is still in force in 2016 despite the requirement for
these pollutants to be below objective concentrations by the end of 2004
for PM10 and the end of 2005 for NO2.
The AQMA covers the city centre and arterial roads running out from
the centre including the Gloucester Road. Traffic is the overwhelming
emission source for PM10 and NO2. Reducing car based traffic whilst
enhancing public transport patronage rates is the only solution to this
problem until electric cars become the dominant mode of personal
mobility.
In October 2016 over 150 delegates attended the Routes to Clean Air
(RTCA) conference in Bristol and discussed the challenges and opportunities we face in addressing the air pollution crisis. It was clear from
conference presentations that we have plenty of evidence on the impacts
of air pollution; however the statutory measures to address it are weak
and enforcement is lacking.
We, the Air Quality Management Resource Centre, call for a new Clean
Air Act, equally ambitious as the first Act 60 years ago, enshrining our
right to breathe clean air within national legislation. Other organisations
are leading the call, including Environmental Protection UK, the world's
oldest environmental pressure group who were themselves instrumental in the creation of the 1956 Clean Air Act.

go. We expect our food to be safe, our water to be clean, and without a
shadow of a doubt we should demand the same of our air.
Professor Jim Longhurst and Dr Ben Williams
are researchers at the Air Quality Management Resource Centre at the
University of the West of England, Bristol http://www1.uwe.ac.uk/et/research/aqmrc

*** STOP PRESS ***
Date for your diary :
Our next Public Meeting, April 4th 2016, 7:00 pm
Following up on the articles in this newsletter, we are pleased to provide
speakers and a forum for discussion on the subjects of air pollution and air
quality management.
All three expert authors have agreed to speak to kick off debate, i.e. Prof
Jim Longhurst from the Air Quality Management Resource Centre at
University of the West of England, Gavin Spittlehouse of Sustainable
Bishopston, and Tom Brook, Councillor for Bishopston on Bristol City
Council.
The meeting will be held at Gloucestershire County Cricket Ground, Nevil
Road BS7 9EJ - doors open at 6:45 pm (please note this is earlier than for
past meetings). Free to members and £2 for non-members.
Come along, listen and learn, and help decide what next steps we can take
to reduce air pollution. In addition take part in the legendary Bishopston
Society Open Forum!
There will be an opportunity to meet and talk with other members of the
Society over glasses of (free!) delicious fruit juice.

As a society we have come a long way since 1956, but we have further to
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Air Quality In Bishopston: measurements and responses

industry; household fireplaces (especially any burning coal or poor
quality wood or using open fires or woodburners that don't comply
with Bristol's city-wide smoke control zone); and central heating fumes.
These are things that individuals can influence and they will be
significant in some locations, but it's generally accepted that by far the
most important local source of pollution is vehicle exhausts.
Bristol's Air Quality Management Area covers central Bristol up to
The Arches and includes a long narrow corridor from The Arches up
Gloucester Road as far as Monks Park Avenue.
Air pollution is monitored in two ways:1. A few electronic measurement stations which provide detailed hourly
statistics of several pollutants, available online in real time, but none
along the Gloucester Road. (The nearest real-time data to Bishopston is
in St Paul's, a monitoring station run by DEFRA ; see also data from
Bristol City Council at a few sites across the city.)

A great deal of interest was expressed in local air pollution issues at the
Bishopston Society AGM in October 2016. In this article I'll draw
attention to local and national factors relating to air pollution affecting
human health and to put these in a Bishopston context.
Air quality was in the national news throughout 2016, with the vehicle
emissions scandal, growing evidence of the associated health issues,
low emission zones, legal challenges to government policy (or lack
thereof) and Bristol's Metrobus.
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2. A much larger number of diffusion tubes which provide nitrogen
dioxide (NO2) measurements over longer intervals, of which three are
located on Gloucester Road, with annual results published online in
retrospect. (The latest results can be found on pinpoint - go to
http://maps.bristol.gov.uk/pinpoint/, select Environment and Planning
and then select the air quality monitors map box; if you zoom in you can
then click on the monitoring site to see the last 5 years of annual NO2
data for each site.)
As against the World Health Organisation (and EU) recommended
limits of 40 µg/m3, the annual NO2 measurements at Bristol North
Swimming Baths for 2015 was 51.6 µg/m3 (up from 43.1 in 2012).

When we elected Marvin Rees as mayor last May, his manifesto
included a pledge to "pilot a low emissions zone in Bristol city centre".
This has yet to happen and I understand that Marvin doesn't have the
legal power to do so at present. However meetings have been held with
the government with a view to progressing this.

These annual measurements don't tell the whole story. Pollution levels
vary significantly with factors such as proximity to the source (for
example vehicle emissions are far higher at the roadside), time of day
(air pollution tends to build up during the day when there is most traffic
and then gradually clear overnight), time of year and weather (pollution
will disburse more quickly on windy days).

Much of our air pollution in Bishopston comes from vehicle traffic.
There are other local sources of air pollution, including garden bonfires;

I recently measured the NO2 levels in my back garden in Bishopston
over a two week period, using a diffusion tube provided and analysed
15

by Friends Of The Earth. The result was 21.6 µg/m3, significantly less
than the latest annual average of 51.6 µg/m3 (about 90 metres away).
Unfortunately I don't have measurements at Bristol North Swimming
Baths for the same period so I can't make a direct comparison. The air
inside my house isn't likely to be any cleaner than the air outside my
back door, so this should be a reasonable measure of what I was breathing at home in November.

Where is it worst?

Various electronic gadgets are available to measure air pollutants, I've
tried the Air Quality Egg and the Cleanspace Tag. These are interesting
as they give you an idea of how air quality varies over a day or a week,
but they are uncalibrated so they can't give you a reliable measurement.
You can learn much of what they tell you by looking online for air monitoring data, but gadgets can be a great way to stimulate interest.

Generally yes but as the figures above show, not everywhere. Vehicle
engine technology is getting better (and vehicles are getting more
efficient so burning less fuel). EU regulations have played a big part in
pushing car manufacturers to reduce emissions, although the recent VW
"defeat device" scandal raises many questions. However some areas will
be getting worse as traffic levels increase, and where pollution is
decreasing this is generally not happening fast enough.

Nitrogen dioxide is just one of the harmful pollutants present in our air;
sulphur dioxide, ozone and particulate matter are also present and are
very significant in human health. The latter is often referred to as
"PM10" - particles in the air with a diameter of less than 10µm (around a
fifth of the diameter of a human hair). These are various toxic chemicals
from many sources, especially emissions from diesel engines and other
sources of smoke. Their size means that they can penetrate deep into the
lungs. In 2014 Bristol was the twelfth worst place in the UK for PM10
levels. PM2.5 and smaller are considered even more toxic.
These pollutants are strongly associated with various respiratory
diseases from asthma to lung cancer to heart disease. Children are
particularly at risk, so we should be concerned about schools close to
busy roads. A link between traffic pollution and dementia has also been
suggested by recent research.
When is air pollution worst?
Generally speaking it's when local traffic is busiest - weekday rushhours. Air pollution builds up during the day and reduces overnight.
Levels are also affected by weather conditions, particularly wind
speeds. Peak pollution levels are far higher than these annual average
levels, but are not measured in Bishopston.
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Generally speaking it's worst in high traffic areas. Levels can vary over a
short distance, for example they might be far worse at the side of a busy
road than 20 metres up a side-street.
Is it improving?

What can we do about it?
Individually: our lifestyle choices have an impact, especially what
vehicle we drive, how much, when and how.
Collectively, we can demand action from our local and national
politicians and we can influence polluters via our purchasing and
investment choices. We can support national campaigns for awareness
and action, such as ClientEarth who recently won a high court challenge
to force action from the government. London has a vocal campaign
organisation - Bristol has many organisations and individuals (both
inside and outside of local politics) pushing for cleaner air but not as yet
a single focused campaign group.
(Incidentally www.bristol.airqualitydata.com is an excellent place to
start for both background information and local air pollution data.)
Gavin Spittlehouse
is a lead member of Sustainable Bishopston http://sustainablebishopston.org.uk.
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Clean Air in Bristol - how we and the Council can respond
As we have seen, combating air pollution is a huge mountain to climb,
both worldwide and for us locally in Bristol. 3.7 million deaths a year
worldwide, 40,000 in the UK, nearly 200 in Bristol - these are huge
figures but they are not insurmountable. We should not view air pollution only as a challenge, but also as an opportunity to improve health,
wellbeing, transportation, the economy and, of course, the environment.
Across the world, national and municipal leaders are implementing
policies to try and quell the tide of air pollution. In Beijing, citizens are
only allowed to use their cars on alternate days. Closer to home, the
likes of Paris and Madrid have been using this policy on an emergency
basis. Meanwhile, in San Francisco, prices for parking spaces are now
demand-responsive, readjusting parking patterns to make streets safer
and less congested. Whilst in Istanbul, poor quality coal for heating has
been banned, and in New York heating oil is being phased out.
So it's clear that a wide array of cities worldwide are involved in
combating this invisible killer, and Bristol is no exception. We have
denied applications for diesel electricity generators, established a
freight consolidation centre, introduced Residents' Parking Schemes,
introduced high-tech hybrid buses, improved the wider bus fleet,
provided electric vehicle charging points, and improved cycling
infrastructure.
Going forward, the Mayor has committed to implement a Clean Air
Zone, to improve public awareness of air pollution, to review the
location of air pollution monitors and make data collected more
accessible, to replace the Council's fleet with low emission and electric
powered vans and cars, to support the introduction of hybrid and
electric buses and taxis, and to promote walking and cycling through
better, safer infrastructure. These plans were given unanimous support
by Councillors from all parties at a recent Council meeting, so there is
certainly the political will in the city to achieve this and more.
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But what can local residents, and specifically the Bishopston Society, do
to improve air pollution? Well, first things first, keep the pressure up on
the Mayor, Councillors and other decision makers. You can also write to
your MP and ask them to lobby government for more air pollutioncontrol powers, as it's only with these that we can introduce measures
such as the Clean Air Zone.
Organisations such as the Bishopston Society, with their respected
community position and wide-reaching network, are perfect vehicles
for pressuring government, both local and national, to act. The Society's
potential to become the "anchor" organisation for the community makes
it well placed to take up the fight against air pollution, involving
multiple stakeholders in initiatives to improve the area.
In which case what "asks" could the community have? Well for example,
as part of the planned review of air pollution monitors I believe we
should get a monitor for Gloucester Road. We sit within Bristol's Air
Quality Management Area, but have no real-time monitoring nearby you can view the data at http://www.bristol.airqualitydata.com as
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already discussed. I also think we should do more to enforce legislation
against idling by using signs and, where necessary, fines. Nottingham
and some London boroughs are leading the way on this, and we should
copy them.
If you support the ideas mentioned in this article, or have some ideas of
your own, The Bishopston Society committee and I would be very
interested in hearing from you. The key thing I'd like to impress is that
no-one has all the answers. The actions the Council has planned will
help, but I'm sure we're missing many other possible measures, so this is
about knowledge and idea sharing as well as actually going ahead and
actually implementing the initiatives. By working together I am sure we
can make a real, positive difference.

Tom Brook
is Labour Co-op Councillor for Bishopston & Ashley Down cllr.tom.brook@bristol.gov.uk

Readers are advised to consult the web-based version of these articles
via http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk which includes hotlinks to references and further information".

Keep in touch with what The Bishopston Society has to say on these
topics and many more via our web site at
http://www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk - our mission is to secure the
improvement of local amenities and the social, environmental and
historic character of Bishopston, and to become the recognized voice of
the area on these matters.

PLANNING REPORT for January 2017
As the amenity society charged with monitoring local planning
applications, we try to assess the impact of any proposed development
on the Bishopston area. Does it enhance the character of the area or
detract? Does it reinforce the local sense of place or ignore it? With the
ever -increasing pressure for development, it is inevitable that planning
applications will seek to maximise development potential, often at risk
to the quality of the local environment and old buildings of interest in
particular.
One particular local example which has the potential to make a highly
detrimental impact on the Gloucester Road is the proposed conversion
of no. 248 into 9 flats. Whilst not actually listed, 248 Gloucester Road is
an attractive Edwardian brick and stone former bank which makes a
positive contribution to the overall character and sense of place within
Bishopston. We and the Bristol Civic Society objected strongly to this
application on the grounds that the design and integrity of this fine
building are being threatened by over-development and poor design.
The roof is to be enlarged to the west and north with ugly/bulky extensions in order to accommodate two levels of accommodation, whilst the
original charming and appropriately designed extension is to be demolished and replaced with a banal 4 storey block, which has no positive
relationship either with the original building or the residential properties in Longmead Avenue. We feel that it will harm the appearance and
setting of the main building and the amenity of this part of Bishopston.
The alternative clearly would be to convert the building, as it stands,
sensitively into a smaller number of flats and thus avoid any impact on
either the building itself or the surrounding area. Unfortunately, this
application as proposed has recently been approved.
The former offices of the Venue magazine (more recently Portico Play)
at 65 North Road have recently caused concern locally with two applications to demolish and redevelop with flats. We are always sad to see the
loss of a local building of character and/or an interesting alternative use.
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local street scene and was summarily refused. The second application
for 8 flats is an improvement, with the building brought forward onto
the street and modelled to pick up something of the rhythm of the area.
However, we and the Bristol Civic Society are still concerned that the
design is too bulky and over-intensive for the site and that it would be
harmful to the character of the Gloucester Road Conservation Area.
This application has also recently been approved.

248 Gloucester Road - as existing

65 North Road - Scheme 1

248 Gloucester Road - as proposed

The first scheme for 9 flats failed on all scores - it concentrated development at the rear of the site, thus creating dwellings with poor daylight
and outlook whilst at the same time badly overshadowing neighbouring gardens. The design also failed to reflect any of the character of the
22

65 North Road - Scheme 2
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Horfield Police Station, which has been underused or empty for several
years, has finally been placed on the market by Bristol City Council.
It had been put forward for listing but was not successful. Our great
concern is that it might be demolished and redeveloped, thus cutting
another link with the past. Interest has been expressed to use the
building as a local micro-brewery with a small tap room bar. The
Bishopston Society previously supported a similar venture at 447
Gloucester Road, which has since opened as The Draper's Arms. We see
this as being similarly a small-scale and locally-based initiative, which
can only help to develop a sense of community within the area and
which would make an excellent new use for the building and help to
secure its future.

west. We are primarily worried about the impact of so many new
houses on the arterial routes through N. Bristol, like the Gloucester
Road, in terms of increased congestion and aerial pollution. However, a
further concern is the spread of more dull, characterless development
around the city. We only need to take a look at the 'commercial hub',
where this new development meets the A38, as illustrated below, to see
the poor ambition of what is being proposed. The sum total of this
urban 'node' is a prefabricated Travelodge (with a Costa Coffee and a
Subway) at the traffic lights, surrounded by endless blocks of anonymous housing. This makes us realise that, in an established community
like Bishopston, we have a wealth of character and historic fabric, which
is inevitably missing from modern developments and which we should
be extremely careful to protect.

Horfield Police Station

We have previously expressed our concerns about the ongoing
Cribbs/Patchway development, which will eventually extend all the
way from the A38 across to the Cribbs Causeway shopping centre in the
24

Cribbs /Patchway 'commercial hub' on A38
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As an example of the reuse of an existing historical building, it would be
difficult to better the restoration and conversion of the Bristol General
Hospital, overlooking the Bathurst Basin in the centre of town. This is a
Victorian building dating from 1832 which is steeped in history. Much
of the roof was blown off in World War 2 and never properly reinstated
and yet the building continued to serve as a hospital up until it finally
closed in 2012. It has since been beautifully restored and converted into
flats on the upper levels with restaurants and cafés behind the rustic
stone arches fronting onto the water. It is wonderful to see such a fine
old building which is part of the history of the city preserved, brought
back into use and secured for posterity. The same must be said of work
of the National Trust - without which so many of our national treasures
would have been lost and we would be so much poorer as a result.

SENDaWelcome in BS7

SENDaWelcome took its first step towards making Bishopston, Cotham
and Redland an inclusive community in November. The voluntary
initiative, set up earlier in 2016 by four BS7 mums, held its inaugural
social event at St. Michael's Church on Gloucester Road, inviting local
children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and
their families and friends to enjoy activities, music and lots of cake.

Bristol General Hospital, undergoing renovation
Neil Embleton
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SENDaWelcome, which was set up by Katarina Luce, Julie Matthews,
Viviana Neves and Daniella Radice, called on local organisations and
companies to volunteer their services at the event. Olly from local kids'
entertainers The Adventure Team gave up his Sunday afternoon to get
all the children involved in an amazing space voyage. Meanwhile
Playing Out, the project which helps people organise street play where
they live, gave partygoers a box of chalks and the chance to let their
imaginations run wild on the forecourt outside St Michael's.
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Amy, who runs Baby Bites cookery workshops for parents of young
children, also offered her time and supervised some imaginative
cupcake decorating. The guys from Musii brought along one of their
amazing soft inflatable objects that emit sound and coloured light when
they are touched. This complemented the sensory tent and other toys
borrowed from BAND (Bristol Association for Neighbourhood
Daycare). Poppy the dog also came along, and enjoyed plenty of strokes
and cuddles all afternoon.
SENDaWelcome was keen to give partygoers the chance to play on the
Sensory Truck, a lorry that provides a mobile multisensory play
environment. Thanks to very generous donations via crowdfunding,
the Sensory Truck parked up on Gloucester Road and kids were able to
play with the ball pit, UV lights, air bubble tube, and many other
sensory resources onboard.
Parents, meanwhile, had the opportunity to meet other families over a
coffee and lots of delicious cake. This was precisely the atmosphere
SENDaWelcome hoped to create. "Often children with special needs are
taken out of the community they live in to access schools," said Katarina
Luce, co-founder of SENDaWelcome. "This has wide-reaching effects
on these children, their siblings and families, and the wider community.
SENDaWelcome wants to find ways of working locally, with local
people, to ensure our children have equal access to, and visibility in,
their own community."
SENDaWelcome is already working hard on its next social gathering
planned for June this year. The team have secured funding for the event
and is now busy building a network of local volunteers to support
access for children with SEND to mainstream leisure activities.
The hope is that, alongside their social events, their initiatives will help
to foster an inclusive community in BS7 for local children with SEND.

Maria Layton
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NEWS FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
JANUARY 2017
The Mayor is facing many difficult issues: at a time of such deep cuts, he
is trying to rectify the fact that in our City, there are a lot of people, in
other wards, who do not share those advantages and opportunities
which many of us do here in affluent Bishopston.
So why am I talking about this
rather than an update about
what has been happening within
the Bishopston Cotham and
Redland
Partnership
area?
Take a look at the Council
Corporate Strategy document
(http://tinyurl.com/zq6phed)
where there are proposals for
savings of £22-27 million over 5
years, on top of the many
redundancies and cuts already made. The Council has no choice but to
make the huge cuts required by the current government. Most areas of
Council activity will be affected but the Council is clear that its
priorities are social care and education.
For Neighbourhood Partnerships the cuts currently proposed are in the
range of £206,000-618,000 in 2017/18 (with further savings in the following year). This is out of a total budget of £1.1m. It will effectively remove
most of the council officers who provide the support for the work we
volunteers do on the ground in this area.
Given the inequalities within our City, we do need to face up to the fact
that, as an affluent area, we may see fewer Council resources coming
our way in future. We may be required to use our personal resources
and skills to sustain our communities with voluntary effort, attracting
funds from elsewhere rather than the Council. Of course there is
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disadvantage
within
our
community
(for instance pensioners who might have
bought their houses here a long time ago but
are income-poor, families who are struggling
on poorly paid employment, and those who
suffer from mental illness or physical disabilities or with a learning disability, which knows
no geographical boundaries). Although the
final outcome of the budget cuts is unknown
at the time of publication, the Partnership is
debating what the future might hold for the
area. One option is to organise ourselves into a Community Partnership
for the next 12 months in order to negotiate with the Council the next
steps and to monitor the future of our Redland and Gloucester Rd
libraries (these are important public meeting spaces and currently there
is no plan for their future). The Partnership has sent in a submission
about our achievements and concerns about what the future might hold
without Council support (view it at : “http://tinyurl.com/zm8yc3n).
Come to the next Public Forum (and probably the last one) on March
16th at Redland Green School when the future of our communities will
be on the agenda.
However, whatever the final outcome of this budget, undoubtedly local
residents, you and me, will be expected to do far more on a voluntary
basis locally to support those who face disadvantage, keep our environment looking pleasant and being safe,
possibly supporting our new library if it
opens, raising money for things we think
are important, as well as contributing
more Council Tax. Please share your views
on www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk about
how you would like to see Bishopston
function as a "joined-up" community in an
era when the City Council may be little
more than a shell to deliver its statutory
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duties and preserve sufficient amenities to increase and sustain the
economy of the City.
On a more positive note, I am pleased to report the grants which the
Partnership made in October to local voluntary organisations:
- Gloucester Rd Central (£4820) to support the installation of up to 30
banners (with 5-year durability) along the Gloucester Road from The
Arches towards Ashley Down Rd. This is an exciting art installation
project, where local schools, churches and artists are invited to contribute designs, to help this famous shopping street maintain its vitality
and sustainability. If you want to see what these might be like, there are
some installed by the Horfield Sports centre and along Lockleaze Road
to Gainsborough Square.
- TIGER (£1924.44) to enable this local
co-operative to deliver a year-long programme to year 7-9 at Redland Green School
to challenge sexism and gender inequality,
including the issues of consent and pornography. The Partnership is hoping to support
them to deliver a similar programme to
Cotham School later on. We felt it was so important for young people to
have a chance in a safe place to think about these issues which unfortunately are not part of the National Curriculum.
- Women Independent Alcohol Support (£1894) to support them to
provide three sets of group work sessions at the Horfield Quaker
Meeting. WIAS has found that Alcohol Anonymous does not suit all
women, some of whom prefer to talk about their concerns about alcohol
consumption in women-only sessions. As alcohol consumption is a
public health concern in Bristol the Partnership was pleased to be able to
support this venture.
The Small Grants Fund has benefited local groups in Bishopston,
Cotham and Redland to the tune of over £160,000 over the last six years.
Most of the groups have been able to attract extra money in the area
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because of the support given by the Partnership, and in addition most of
them engaged huge amounts of volunteer time to deliver their
outcomes. This is a real resource which has helped disadvantaged
groups, children access good quality play and leisure facilities "green"
our streets and begin to tackle equality issues. The remainder of the
budget (about £6,500) has been frozen until April 2017, and it almost
definitely will not be available next year.
Traffic congestion is a big issue in Bishopston, given the high density
housing, and narrow streets. On September 27th 2016 100 people came
to the Horfield Quaker Meeting in an event organised by the
Partnership Sustainable Travel Workgroup to discuss the issues around
traffic problems. This gave neighbours, who perhaps never had met
before, get together to identify problems and begin to consider what
might be solutions. The Dongola Rd area and Elton Rd were two major
areas of concern. The most significant problems overall were
• Speeding
• Street used as a short cut
• Overnight parking
• Face-offs between approaching
vehicles
For the full report which has explanatory
graphs, and the pros and cons of
different measures which can be taken eg
road humps, making a street one-way
etc, go to http://tinyurl.com/z34cfle.
The Partnership intends to use this report to discuss with the Highways
Department what action can be taken.
On November 21st 2016 there was the Neighbourhood Partnership
Public Forum at Colston Primary School. Over 50 people attended,
including some residents from High Kingsdown which is now part of
the Partnership area. The minutes will be on the www.bcrnp.org.uk
website but here are some key points:
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• First Bus provided an update on local bus routes.
• The police are all issued with chest-high cameras to reduce complaints
against the police but also as a way of recording evidence, especially in
domestic abuse cases. There was also a plea to register valuables eg
mobile phones, cycles on the www.immobilise.com website.
• The Streetscene group reported on a busy summer. Rob Umphrey said
more volunteers were wanted, but urged us to be part of the "Take Ten"
movement: spend just ten minutes doing something locally eg picking
up a bit of litter, clearing fallen leaves from drains, putting back your
elderly neighbour's bin off the street after rubbish collection.
• The Sustainable Travel Working Group asked for more volunteers for
Speedwatch cameras, as speed was a major concern for residents at the
September public meeting on congested streets (see above).
This is probably the last posting from me as the Partnership rep.
However keep in touch with further developments on
www.bcrnp.org.uk and www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk

Jenny Hoadley
Partnership rep for the Bishopston Society
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Help Bishopston have the voice it deserves
by becoming a member!
DATES OF THE PUBLIC FORUMS
January 2017-September 2017
These are public meetings open to all local residents.
Check the website for details of the agenda:
www.bcrnp.org OR www.democracy.bristol.gov.uk
OR ring Andrew McGrath, Co-ordinator (0117 9036898)

As a member you will receive two newsletters a year and be consulted on
local issues. We hold two public meetings a year with plenty of topical
discussion. Depending on your interests, you are also welcome to join the
committee or become involved with its work and activities.
Name
Address (please print)

********
DATE FOR THE NEXT 3-WARD PUBLIC FORUM
7pm Thursday March 16th 2017 at Redland Green School
It's really important to attend this meeting. We will be asking for
suggestions to replace the Neighbourhood Partnership. Also, we shall
be looking at the future of the Cheltenham Road and
(new) Gloucester Road libraries.
Please come along with your ideas and vision.
**********
DATES FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP
MEETINGS
January-April 2017
These are public meetings open to all local residents at 7pm.
If possible have a look at the agenda and reports beforehand
(on www.democracy.bristol.gov.uk ) and check the venue.
7pm Monday April 10th 2017 Glos County Cricket Club

Telephone
(Evenings & Week-ends)
E-Mail (please print)
Signature:
Subscriptions - cheques should be made payable to The Bishopston Society:
£7 pa for individuals or £10 pa for two adults at the same address.
Please return your application with subscription to:
Richard Farrow,
Garden Flat, 85 Hampton Park, Redland, Bristol. BS6 6LQ
OR if you want to pay online, go to www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk/joinus,
fill in the Join Now! form, and follow the simple steps.
Please note that your details will be held on a database for contact purposes.
If you have new neighbours, perhaps you could let them know about
The Bishopston Society.
Extra copies of the newsletter can be obtained from
Lionel White (0117 9445687)
The Bishopston Society promotes high standards of planning and architecture in and around
Bishopston and aims to secure the preservation, protection, development and improvement
of features of historic or public interest.
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www.bishopstonsociety.org.uk
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The Bear Pit bear calls for a Clean Air Zone (November 2016)
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